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Editorial

Shervin Daryadar

“Write about those, those uprooted by the
wind, the ruthless wind” Shahin Najafi — The
Year of Blood—Hamjens ? track.

The track is a short piece (three min) and if
you’re queer, living or have lived in Iran, right
from the beginning you’ll identify with it. It's
more like awakening from a deep brief sleep,
puzzled and shocked by the significant dream
you’ve just had.

In this piece, Shahin identifies with the Iranian
gay men so extremely well. A gay man’s ties to
his own being is severed most brutally and
indefinitely from the first stages of self-
awareness, his teen age years. The social
system of patriarchal Iran has been skilful so
far to uproot him long before a homosexual
teen reaches self-awareness. Those brief
moments of distinguishing sexual orientation
are unconscious tiny sparks appearing
ultimately during the early teen ages. And |
would like to present to you how, along with
these first sparks of awareness of one’s sexual
orientation, also the first axes slash away roots
of the homosexual’s social existence; he breaks
away from the society and indulges in a dual

life style.

A teen, not yet aware of his own sexual
orientation enjoys intimate friendship with
his/her peers. His/her character and identity in
relation with the environment develops with a
usual pace. Then the moment arrives when this
natural growth halts; the first sparks of self-
awareness of sexual orientation dawns on
him/her. This could happen out of numerous
complex reasons but creates only one single
feeling in the teen: the feeling of

disconnection, of not-belonging.

gyl o olusil g plako 93 9 995 35 e 8,5 S ood £l b e 59

Iranian society is a class-oriented society with
the majority belonging to the middle class that
has limited access to internet; can’t afford new
wardrobe every coming winter; occasionally
swims with friends in the public pools but has
no jocose and not a pool in his own backyard.
A teen belonging to the middle class family is
bombarded with emotions and information
from certain three bases: family, friends, and
the media. The harsh patriarchal culture is
these three clashes together. What turns
family, friends and media into destructive
grounds for the Iranian LGBT’s social life, is the
biased non-tolerant patriarchal culture. Of
course admitting this fact is painful but none
the less, we have to look into the problem of
culture. It is crucial to acknowledge the fact
that family and friends are one’s first and
foremost connection to one’s livelihood. A
child, approaching teen ages, has no shelter
and refuge besides his/her parents. With the
first sparks of awareness of sexual orientation,
the teen has an urge for engaging in
conversations and acquiring advice, but all
doors all shut on his face. He is well aware that
it is not appropriate to speak about sex and
sexual issues with family members. This is the
first and worst of damages coming to him/her.

Breaking away emotionally from one’s own
family, feeling alienated from the family circle
is a dangerous and damaging feeling during the
vulnerable years of puberty; the self-isolation
takes shape during these year. The function of
the family in the formation of one’s character,
and his social growth, is an irreplaceable one. If
a teen loses support of his family, of course he
will try to fill the gap and we are well aware
this gap will not be filled. Facing with this
vacuum, during the first stages of life, causes
serious troubles in the later stages. A teen
whose emotional ties is disconnected with his
family takes refuge in his circle of friends.
These friends are schooled by that same
patriarchal system and have a patriarchal

PO ol — wicd Jlo = Slpl iz L3l TS 25
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outlook. At this point, again, he faces insult, is
sneering at, most often he is sexually assaulted
and raped. Irreparable mental and physical
damages threatening the teen add up by the
day in this stage. To these damaging effects,
false and baseless information from the media
— the only neutral source of information at
hand — is added and drags him into feeling
guilt, alienation and thus destroys his self
steam. The young Iranian lesbian, gay,
transsexual then is left with his/her uprooted

alienated self, and this is the real tragedy.

We wrote of the sorrowful death of a young
man, who was stabbed, repeatedly, to his
death, in front of the eyes of the onlookers,
the general public, pedestrians in a street in
Tehran, and we did not know that another,
more painful scene would take place soon
after; the killer was hanged, less than a month
later, on the spot, and among the cheering of
the same audience who gathered there early in
the morning to watch the execution take place.

Cycle of violence is unusually rapid in Iran and
drag people into a nowhere land where they
draw pleasure from watching a man sway
down the gallows. Where would this cycle of
violence take us? Should we say that the
Iranian society speeds towards mental
deformity? We must be watchful with the
changes taking place in our social norms and
morality. This horrific incident is explained in

Dr. Ebrahimi’s weblog °.

But what makes this incident significant, or
more horrific, for the LGBT community is the
fact that we as the LGBT community can not
appeal to the public for understanding and
compassion when the public is so deeply
indulged in punishing the criminal, and when
the public looks at us as criminals, and when
they believe that hanging and torturing is the
just punishment for criminals.

gyl o olusil g plako 93 9 995 35 e 8,5 S ood £l b e 59

In society when people are not so familiar with
basic human rights, with justice and just legal
processions, with the proportion of crime and
punishment, with the legal definition of crime,
the LGBT community and LGBT activists must
fight in many fronts. It is not as simple as
notifying the public that violence of human
rights is taking place in the society, but the
harder task is to define human rights and
define violence.

a : Same-Sex
b : http://drebrahime.blogspot.com
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and social acceptance,
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