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In the past thirty years among the 
oppressed people of Iran the most marginalized 
have been the LGBT community. However the 
Iranian Queer media has never mentioned 
opposition to the government as an essential 
element to change. Today a year has passed 
since the constant and unnecessary violence in 
the streets of Iran perpetuated and ordered 
directly by the Iranian government which would 
bring any government under question.  

Today is different from the yesterday in 
which we sought to reform the shortcomings 
and the inadequacy of the system. We are 
united with the people who are opposing 
violence and complete absence of human 
rights. With our sheer presence in society we 
demand a nonviolent approach of improving the 
social conditions of our people while opposing 
not only the government but the violence it 
imposes on us.  

This continues cruelty is a threat to the 
basic rights of survival for LGBT Iranians. The 
past two decades we have been voicing this 
issue loudly. Today we stand against not only 
the regime but the every day brutality 
committed against our people. A People who 
are only demanding for the government to be 
transparent and respect their vote and in 
response are violated and murdered. With all 
due respect to the rules of Islam which is the 
religion of many Shia and Sunni Queers, the 
Iranian regime is brutalizing its own people 
under the guise of Islam and this is essentially 
inhumane.  A humane approach however would 
be descanting.  
The timeline of publication of CHERAGH 
magazine coincided with the intensified protests 
of people in the streets of Iran against the 
government’s violent approach and lack of 
clarity which led to the detainment of two 
thousand people only in the capital city of 
Tehran, the abduction of the leaders of the 
opposition and the persistence of this cruel 
regime to wage war against its own people. 
What intensifies this brutality is the fact that 
what stands against this barbaric regime is not 
an opposition party per say but people and only 
people. Therefore this government is at war 
with its own people. As an Iranian media, 

campaigning LGBT human and civil rights, 
Cheraq can only stand where people who have 
as one demanded their basic rights, are 
standing today. Today amongst people who 
have been targeted by this government are 
ordinary and non-ordinary people, religious 
groups and progressive theologians, Muslims, 
Shia’ and Sunni, Bahaies, Zarastorians 
,Christians, Jews, secular people, left wingers, 
atheists, and workers, students, journalist, and 
us, and all. No one has been immune to this 
regime’s brutality. As a result, in Cheraq we 
have one choice and one wish and that is to 
condemn this regime. This movement as is the 
wish and demand of the Iranian Queer 
community has been a non-violent uprising 
based on respecting civil rights, starting with 
peoples vote and is continuous.  Our position is 
with the people opposing the regime’s brutality.  

International Women’s Day is also 
celebrated within this month. Iranian women 
have been struggling for more than a century 
for social justice, equal rights, and gender 
equality. Today this movement has become a 
progressive movement drawn for the 
fundaments of social science and experience 
that strives to advance the cause of women’s 
rights collaborates with other movements. The 
women’s struggle is not only for women but it 
intersects obviously with racial, religious or 
sexual minorities and even for workers and 
students. CHERAG would like to wish all the 
Iranian women who are struggling to bring our 
issues to the forefront, all Queer and 
transgender women who have broaden and 
beautified the horizon for gender identity, all the 
women activist who have created a discussion 
around fighting patriarchy and  all queer men 
who have redefined patriarchy a happy 
International Women’s Day. 

In the past months CHERAGH has 
been writing about and reflecting on violence 
and its effects on society and the reaction it 
causes. In This issue of CHERAGH we speak 
of a different kind of violence. We speak of a 
brutality of a regime towards its own people 
regardless of gender, sexuality or religion. This 
violence is a violence that if anything makes us 
more determined to stay alive and stand 
against it. Tomorrow, when this violence will be 
uprooted as a result of yesterday’s social 
struggle, we will be writing about the violence 
rooted in culture and society against us, the 
Queer community of Iran.  
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TENDERNESS 

Softly clasp your arms, like a girdle, about me
Touch, oh, touch my skin like that again
water nor the noon-time breeze is gentle as you
hand. 

Today you shall fondle me, little sister
turn. Remember the caresses that I taught you last 
night, and kneel beside me who am tired
say a word. 

Your lips sink from my lips. And all your unbound 
ringlets follow them, as the caress follows fast upon 
the kiss. They fall upon my left breast
your eyes from me. 

Give me your hand, it is so warm! Press mine and do 
not leave it. Hands join with hands more easily than 
mouth with mouth, and nothing can compare with 
their passion. 
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THE MAD EMBRACE

Love me, not with smiles and flutes or plaited 
flowers, but with your heart and tears, 
with my bosom and my sobs. 

When your breasts alternate with mine
your very life touching my own, when your kn
rise up behind me, my panting mouth no longer even 
knows the way to yours. 

Clasp me as I clasp you! See, the lamp has just gone 
out, we toss about in the night; but I press your 
moving body and I hear your ceaseless plaint

Moan! moan! moan! oh, woman! Eros drags us now 
in heavy pain. You'll suffer less upon this bed in 
bringing forth a child than you'll agonize in bringing 
forth your love. 
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THE MAD EMBRACE 

not with smiles and flutes or plaited 
, as I adore you 

When your breasts alternate with mine, when I feel 
when your knees 

my panting mouth no longer even 

the lamp has just gone 
but I press your 

moving body and I hear your ceaseless plaint. . . 

Eros drags us now 
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