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Take the 101 freeway; just when it gives
you the Santa Monica,

you’ |l see a billboard with Bijan's ad.; well,
Turn right there!

Then ask the first Seven-Eleven how you
may get to west wood Blv.

Once on west wood, just keep going
straight and past the

Akbar Mashti ice cream place, turn into
Pine; Nr: 12+1

Los Angeles, C.A. 555 13 *
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page.
This poem is dedicated to Janine Fuller.

Genital Complex

The demons of ignorance

with their little minds fixed on genitals
and nipples

and pubic hair

attacked the nude human race

in a war the most unfair

... and so we wore clothes
... and so we lost to being images of nude at pose

But the demons of tailored morality this time
in one hand scissors of censor

and in the other

a black tape of hate

cut out our love

and dressed our wounds in vain
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... and so we wore tapes

... and so we became distorted images and shapes

The cultural, political demons of fear

cover up their genital fixation

with the darkness of their evil acts like this
and we

the mutated images of nudity

in an imposed, shameful decency

mourn in our solid pose of despair

the loss of our

penises

vaginas

breasts

and asses

which would have glorified

their ignorant, moral, cultural, political human race,
nude.
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KOAN *

By Franklin Abbott

my face

before my birth
was half

my father’s face
looking

back into
eternity

the half-him
that was me
fought countless wars
loved myriad women
sired a thousand sons
a thousand daughters

I am the end of all that
I am fruit ripening
with no seed to plant
no progeny to offer

a crowded world

my gift is who [ am
outside of history
facing time dissolving
IN an ever present moment
with gentle men
whose loving

knows no purpose

but to kindle

in our hearts

the quiet light

of peace

*Koan : " n. riddle used in zen to teach
inadequacy of logical reasoning.

( Jap.,= public plan ).*

The Concise Oxford Dictionary
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Won't even give me a hug
much less anything more

fuck off is all he says

with your boring complaints

& 50 I'm reduced to this
clothing love's hand with

the veil of jizm

O yes I spent the night

on pain’s camel

whining in misery

as you slept sound

to my right the winds of passion
to my left the stars of desire
wishing I could jack off so hard
the mountains would tremble
to their roots

Yes my tears flowed- but not

for any deserted campsite

nor its tales & traces

not for Laila or Su'da or Salma

nor any other heroine of classical lit

& I didn’t ride off into the sunset

& even the camels were not weeping for me
No, it was a boy (again) named Mansour
the usual story and same old cruelty
proverbial amongst the people of Baghdad
* cruel as Mansour * they say.

O eastern breeze! waft this message

to his abode & tell him

I can't bear it, 1 need you

OK not even in bed

we'll forget all that sort of thing

just to hear your voice & taste

the saliva of an

occasional kiss. m

* Poems of Abu Nuwas are taken from:;
O TRIBE THAT LOVES BOYS by Hakim Bey, Entimos Press, Amsterdam, 1993,
Entimos Press, Postbus 95057, NL-1090 Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
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* ...the way his eyebrows urge...”
* Could you enlarge on that?”
** ...the happiness in his cheeks...
...eyes wide-set and dark...”
* And? And? And?"
* His teeth...Ah, his teeth.”
* What else? Be more descriptive!”
* ...the sweet roundness of his thighs..."”
* More!” you urge me on (who would’ve thought
that poetry could be so...popular?)
*Well,” I confess, * I'm dangerously
addicted to the lad:
the way his sidelocks fall across his cheeks
like black brocade calligraphy,
like miraculous lines of verse that open me
to every desire...”
You say, “MORE! MORE!"-& I answer,
“ Why, more that would be...
indecent.”

O moon of the darkened bedroom
I kissed him once, just once
as he slept, half hoping half fearing
he might wake up

O silksoft moon
his pyjamas held such softness
Ah, how I'd like a real live Kiss
how I'd like to be offered
what’s under the covers

O rose

O jasmine

every time | look at you
1 go crazier

pour me a beer

take your pants off
sing me a pop song
& keep on pouring
till the month of Hajj
& another & another
& we'll be Pilgrims
of the Pillow.
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With the kind permission of the translator, Hakim Bey and, the publisher, Entimos Press, of
O TRIBE THAT LOVES BOYS.

THE POETRY OF

ABU NUWAS"

Hasan ibn Hani al-Hakim., called Abu Nuwas, was in fact a Persian,

born in Ahvaz around 747 to 762 CE, of a Persian mother, Gullaban,
and a Persian father, but he wrote his poetry in Arabic and only
occasionally used Persian expressions to flavour his poems. He became
one of the most famous poets of the Abbasid period by writing and
living in many major Islamic/Arabic lands.

As a youth, Abu Nuwas was a wandering beauty, who experienced
and enjoyed homosexual love. He was taken under the invaluable
patronage of Waliba ibn al-Hubab, called Abu Osma, who taught him
the poetic and erotic arts, and who eventually put him in contact with
the court of Abbasid Caliphate Harun al-Rashid.

As a young man and even through his old age, Abu Nuwas longed
for passionate homosexual love-making and poured in his poetry the
burning lust of his heart, despite the controversies surrounding his
outrageous, sinful life. Abu Nuwas remains a legend through the stories
of the 1001 Nights, which portray him as a romantic, mysterious
character and through his sensual poetry, which can be regarded as
significant middle-eastern homosexual literature.

From the poems of Abu Nuwas available in English, we have chosen
those whose content fit Homan's ideology better than the others:

Translated by: HAKIM BEY

Yes, these poems are indecent- don’t read them
if you're going to feel guilty for it-
but don’t accuse me of your own dark thoughts.
I too must watch my step.
“Well,” you wheedle me, “what was it then
that, you know, attracted you to him?”
“The coquetry of a gazelle,” I answered-
* a proud flirtatiousness.”
“What do you mean exactly?”
* His face glows with the world’s dawning."”
* Could you be more explicit?”
* His glances are like the enchanted towers."”
* Could you be ... less metaphorical?”
** ... the way his buttocks quiver when...”
“Yes? Yes?”
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challenge and eliminate both gaybashing in
Iranian communities and the laws that are
actively sanctioned. Homan advocates political
activism to these ends. Through Homan, we
hope to encourage healthy values, resulting in
just behaviours and non-discriminatory policies.

FhEREER R Rk R R

The interviewer:

According to the magazine of The Historical
Society of Washington, D.C. Jack Nichols
pioneered American gay militancy as early as
1961, organizing the first gay and lesbian
demonstration in front of the White House. As
a teen, he experienced an intense interest in
Iranian culture. He is author of several books,
including Men'’s Liberation: A New Definition
of Masculinity, and he co-authored with Lige

Clarke | Have More Fun With You Than
Anybody, co-editing with Clarke America’s first

gay weekly newspaper, GAY (1969-1973).
Currently he contributes to a variety of
publications and is working on his memoirs.

Interview conducted May 14, 1995. =

Continued from page 12

governmental protection. We do not turn down
the covers for him so he can sleep well.” My
country - much misled by the American oligarchy
- was aghast that I should say such things. but
I knew I had to do whatever I could to protect
the Iranian people I so loved.

Though trapped in a political quandary,
President Carter did not, finally, bomb Iran,
though he paid for his patience with the loss of
his high office. As | waiched events unfold, my
high hopes for the Iranian revolution dissolved.
Religious fanatics took the place of the Shah
with fundamentalist clerics wielding power and
refusing a decent birth to personal liberties and
to the democratic free thought. I mused on the
irony of my lot. 1, a gay-identified male had
stood against the forces of the Shah and had
thereafter been forced to read of heartless
executions by “religious” dictators of innocent
Iranian gay men - stoned, carved in half, dropped,
or hanged by these same vicious ideologues. [
wondered if I'd ever lived to stand, as I'd hoped,
in the shadow of Mount Damavand, if I'd ever
be able to walk the streets of Shiraz, to sit beneath
the statue of Hafez, or picnic in the wilderness
with some wondrous Iranian friend, stroking
his hair, kissing him lightly, lying on a Persian
carpet, reciting, perhaps, Omar Khayaam's
sceptical Rubaiyat. Then , in 1988, | met Saviz
Shafaie, the first Iranian gay activist T was to
befriend. He and others like him represented a
newly emerging Persian consciousness. Saviz
invited me to a colourful Norouz celebration
in his home and then to a commitment ceremony
celebrating his love for Jim , another young
man. Feeling exiled from the Iran I love, only
because 1 am an American, and openly gay-
identified man, I wrote, nevertheless, a poem
describing recent times spent with my new
Iranian comrades, and published by the kindly
editor in the ninth issue of Homan:

I listen to my heart.

fran, fran, it sings. my Un-lived Dream:
to sit by some clear Persian brook,
nursing an old obsession for your lore.* w

* Part of NOROUZ REUNION 1988 by Jack
Nichols
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power, or emotionally hurt a partner and still
call it healthy sex. Healthy sex creates joy, self-
respect, and personal growth. It elevates. It
provides safety and trust. It makes for good
feelings like warmth and happiness. Healthy
sex needs to be based on equality: on mutual
desire, free decisions, and on knowledge of the
rightness of one’s own motives. Such things,
for me, are healthy.

Nichols: What about religious beliefs and
sexualiry?

Shafaie: I am not a believer, but I do believe
that we need to be very cautious as how to let
our religious beliefs determine our rational
behaviour. If religion promotes sexual
exploitation, if it creates negative feelings of
“sin”, self-hatred and guilt, those negative
feelings shall be considered dangerous,
unwanted and unjustified. Codes from holy
books should not holify that what our mind and
senses offer us is nonsense. We can learn about
our heritage and our religion, but this does not
mean a blind acceptance, or becoming a prisoner
of our pasts. Religion in Iran has taken a
destructive, unhealthy approach toward sexuality
and has created painful, confusing situations
for gays, who otherwise deserve to respect
themselves as righteous sexual beings.

Nichols: How does the Islamic Republic
of Iran treat same-sex lovers?

Shafaie: According to 1991 Islamic penal
law, article 110, I quote: “Punishment for sodomy
is killing, the sharia judge decides on how 1o
carry out the killing.” Article 111 says: “Sodomy
involves killing if both the active and passive
persons are mature, of sound mind, and have
free will." Harsh punishment is not only being
used against gays, but is used as a political
weapon to falsely discredit opponents of the
Islamic Republic. By discrediting people as
homosexuals, they can accuse and humiliate
any opponent and apply punishments. Recently,
a well-known opposition writer, Saiidi-Sirjani,
was labelled a gambler, drug addict, and
homosexual prior to his suspicious death in
prison. In 1992 Dr. Ali Mozafarian, a surgeon

and the former leader of the Sunni branch of
Islam, was labelled an American spy, an adulterer
and a homosexual. He was executed. Official
anti-homosexual policy justifies public
homophobia, fear, hate, anger, and aggression
against gays. There is official discrimination
and a vacuum of valid information. There are
few, if any, role models. There are only dead
ends for social, political and community gay
life. As a result, homosexuality in Iran is
narrowed to nothing more than the sexual act
itself. Gays are characterized as being sex-
obsessed, while, ironically, affectionate same-
sex relationship and gay social visibility is
prohibited and made impossible,

Nichols: What is Homan?

Shafaie: Homan is a worldwide coalition
of groups and individuals working together 1o
defend the rights of Iranian gays and lesbians.
The group originated among gay Iranians in
Sweden and by now includes branches and
membership in many countries including those
on this continent and in Western Europe. Its
basic goals are to educate Iranians about
homosexuality, to provide accurate information,
and to create safe environments for political
activism. Homan works through its publishing
arm, which puts out a magazine, Homan.
Through local and international meetings,
Homan has been able to create a network of
activists, planners, and organizers. It monitors
Iranian media, provides seminars and workshops,
and works with gay and lesbian rights groups
in many cities. We are collecting an archive of
Iranian gay and lesbian literature and history.

Nichols: What does Homan hope 1o
accomplish?

Shafaie: It hopes to substitute information
in place of gossip and false assumptions. It hopes
to change the self-image of Iranian gays and
lesbians, who might feel passive and desperate,
and urge them to become responsible, confident
people able to live openly, joyfully, freely, and
affectionately. Homan wants to provide
encouragement and support for those Iranian
gays, who wish to come out. Homan hopes to
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Nichols: What difficulties do gay and lesbian
Iranians face coming out?

Shafaie: Fear of the persecution that would
await them in Iran, if they returned. We are
dealing with a very brutal government in Iran,
that promotes, justifies, and legalizes the
execution of gays. Out of Iran as well,
homophobia exists in the Iranian communities,
causing rejections and put-downs. We're not
dealing with rationality. Many Iranians carry the
baggage of traditional religious hostility: the
misjudgements, false assumptions and rigid
pseudo-moral codes.

Nichols: Kayhan Havaie, the official
newspaper of the Islamic Republic Of Iran, wrote
about the Iranian gay lib group, Homan, and
you. What did it say?

Shafaie: Kavhan Havaie made fun of
Homan's gay and lesbian demonstration and of
my letter published in another [ranian newspaper
in which I had corrected a wrong term usually
used to describe homosexuals. Although, they
ridiculed Homan and my rational comment on
homosexuality, it was interesting to see the
existence of Homan affirmed in a press otherwise
closed to such mentions. It is sad, that except
for the usual cheap jokes, insults, and
pornographic assumptions, the official Iranian
press is still unable to reflect any other comments
on homosexuality.

Nichols: How have [ranian opposition
groups in exile responded to Homan's Iranian
gav activism?

Shafaie: They flee from the issue. For many
of them, homosexuality is dismissed as a purely
personal or private matter. Of course, my private
life is something personal, but my human rights
are obviously political and social concerns. Some
political groups find gay rights unsafe politics,
claiming that the Iranian public isn’t ready to
understand it. Isn’t it the duty of any progressive
group to bring up significant human concerns,
and introduce them to the public? It is claimed
that homosexuality s a reflection of the capitalist
or corrupted West. Why should it be forgotten

that there are many gay and lesbian Iranians in
Iran victimized by stale traditions? Some groups
simply claim that when they defend individuals’
personal rights, that automatically does include
gay rights. But they still lack the courage to
pronounce the word “Gay"” and acknowledge
our existence.,

Nichols: What kind of stereotypes exist in
fran?

Shafaie: Similar to the stereotypes that are
spread by fundamentalists everywhere - They
say ** homosexuals are promiscuous, immoral
sex-maniacs, who either rape and molest children
or are always passive.” If you are assumed to
be inferior, then they will feel free to assault
you. If you are assumed dangerous, they want
to stop you. If they assume you're a pervert,
they want to change you, They confuse sexual
orientation with sexual aggression and violence.
In such a patriarchal society, where sexuality
is considered a male prerogative, a man has
the right to sexually abuse whomever he can
dominate and to treat them as objects. Such a
man assumes that he should possess his sexual
objects and they're only there for his enjoyment.
When women are labelled inferior to men, any
woman or any person assumed to have woman-
like gualities is devalued. The assumption that
homosexuals are feminine and less than manly
justifies the domineering man's aggression
against us. Sexual liberation would not be
possible in Iran without challenging “masculine”
values and the traditions that work against
equality between sexual partners. Stereotypes
prevent us from understanding the healthy nature
of sexual tendencies.

Nichols: What do you mean by healthy?

Shafaie: Sex is considered healthy, when
it does not harm, hurt, or destroy. Sex is
considered an instrument of aggression, when
somebody hurts the other physically,
biologically, emotionally, socially. politically,
etc. through sexual acts. One should not call
that kind of behaviour sex. During or by sexual
acts, one cannot pass a virus, cause physical
pain, humiliate, misuse one's own political
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communication, we found we could work
together, trust each other and grow together.
I'm glad that now he feels comfortable and safe
enough to approach me and my companion as
a truly valid member of the family. With my
brother, it was much easier. He was dating a
feminist woman and was already in support of
gay and lesbian rights. He could easily ally with
me to openly critique homophobia. It fit his
politics and matched his credentials as a
supportive and outspoken person. He even
encouraged other family members to better
understand the gay issues. In my family we knew
that we were not each other’s enemies, but we
had a mutual enemy: homophobia, which we
challenged together. When we work as a family
we can be proud and have the self-respect that
comes with solving a problem and growing
together.

Nichols: How are Iranians in the Orlando
area responding to you?

Shafaie: Mixed. There were some Iranians,
who even participated in the homophobia
workshop I offered. There are friends, who feel
comfortable being part of our circle of friends
and come to parties Jim and I throw. However,
there have been hostile and angry reactions
towards me, my mother, Jim, and even my
supportive Iranian friends. For example, a local
Persian poetry reading group kicked out some
of its members, because they participated in
discussion group I facilitated. An Iranian peace
gathering I had started asked me to leave, because
The Orlando Sentinel wrote about my active
role in the gay pride celebrations. An Iranian
woman, who teaches in Orlando approached
an Ayatollah asking him to issue a decree [fatva]
to expel me from the Iranian community. several
life-threatening calls were made to my mother,
harassing her and insulting her for having a son
like me.

Nichols: You've had a long-going
relationship. I was present at your commitment
ceremony. What do you think about
relationships ?

Shafaie: I worked with Jim Ford for a year

as a co-activist, and found him a resourceful
organizer and a committed, responsible person
devoted to causes in which I believed. It didn’t
start as love at the first sight. Our friendship
grew and finally we acknowledged our personal
and emotional feelings. We had been lovers for
a while, before we decided that we were ready
to redefine our relationship as a family unit.
Commitment, trust, mutual support, care foreach
other’s extended families, mutual plans and
sharing a home, are aspects of our union. Our
love, which continues to grow deeper within
us, is rooted in respect and appreciation. Seven
years have passed and we are still building on
that love.

Nichols: What are some of the most effective
things you've done in the gay and lesbian
community of Central Florida?

Shafaie: My present interest is in gay
politics. There was a time I needed support
groups to deal with my personal issues - a rap
group to talk about gay and lesbian concerns, a
chance to educate myself. But right now, gayness
is more than a personal concern. It is not any
longer my problem, but gay and lesbian rights
is part of my personal political and social agenda.
I'm glad I was part of the growing gay and
lesbian visibility and political activism in Central
Florida. In the last few years, I have been able
to organize a range of cultural events such as
concerts, theatre events, workshops,
demonstrations, rallies. I have lobbied city
officials, worked with local peace and justice
groups, participated in PBS broadcasting,
organised educational conferences and seminars;
but most importantly, I have been working in
teams with local gays, lesbians, and peace
activists. When Deputy Tom Woodard was fired
by Sheriff Gallagher WE THE PEOPLE, the
group I co-founded, was able to bring together
progressive groups like the Coalition for Peace
and Justice, the Unitarian Church, the Quakers,
The ACLU, and gay and lesbian groups to
critique that injustice, and we informed Orlando
through the media. This taught me that activism
in the community is most possible through
coalition -building and networking.
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Nichols: Weren't social mores more open
in fran in 1972 than they are now?

Shafaie: Although legal punishments were
not as harsh, still there was prejudice,
misunderstanding and negative assumptions
about gays and lesbians. Even then I had to face
jokes and out-downs. But, the more | became
confident about my sexuality, the more | could
handle negative slurs and challenge them.

Nichols: My youthful experience in the
1950's among lranian adolescents in the United
States found me surprised that Iranian boys could
hold hands with me, kiss, recite poetry, hug,
and, short of sex, be intimate. What's the
difference between what I experienced and the
negative anti-gay lranian male attitudes you
describe?

Shafaie: Some degrees of male bonding,
close friendship and even physical touch is
tolerated, but there will be a negative response,
if you are labelled as having homosexual
tendencies. You can be with someone that you
love for a long period without daring to express
your honest erotic feelings. Open sexuality might
cause rejection - a loss of friendship. In that
homophobic culture being at peace with your
own homosexuality is challenging.

Nichols: In other words, you can have
passionate emotions, but they mustn't cross
sexual borders. Right?

Shafaie: There is a conditional permission
for erotic games or even rape as an exercise of
male power. Pretend it is a joke, or it’s a put-
down and you can get by. But call it true, honest
love and real sexual desire, and you are in trouble.
If you cross beyond traditional sex regulations
and fail to prove that your ultimate desire is to
dominate a woman, you will be considered a
suspect. If you act upon your passionate lust
and disclaim 1t, you are safer than claiming an
honest love. As Iranians, we need to learn lo
be more honest, direct and welcoming of our
own healthy, sexual desires - keep them natural,
healthy, and real. We should not subscribe to
cultural biases, which hold that homosexuality

destroys life, love and dignity.

Nichols: There are heterosexually-identified
men in Iran, who maintain their acceptable
credentials by being dominant and taking only
the active sexual part. In a sexually-segregated
soctety isn 't there a lot of this activiry?

Shafaie: Yes, there is; but is it a healthy
activity? I have some problems with that. Such
sexual activities are not based on mutual
agreement, mutual freedom of choice, mutual
political power or mutual feeling and desire.
When only one of the people involved in a sexual
act controls the encounter by forcing the other
to submit, it is more like a sexual exploitation
or rape than just a healthy sexual attraction.
We cannot victimize somebody else, or play
with them, and unfortunately, when rape is
rewarded and mutual affection is condemned,
we are dealing with unhealthy and corrupted
sexual codes of conduct. I call it aggression,
not sex.

Nichols: What was your family’s response
to your coming out?

Shafaie: My mother, who lived with me,
had a chance to know a lot of my gay friends.
Gayness became tangible for her, instead of being
an abstract concept. It is easier to understand
and accept the people than to submit to one’s
own irrational fears. I'm proud that after many
years il's not pity or mere acceptance, but a
conscious defence that my mother considers
for the rights of gays and lesbians. It's not a
motherly acceptance; it’s a social responsibility
that she claims for herself. | asked my father to
give himself and I a chance to delay any
judgment, before feeling fully informed. We
agreed, that he needed sufficient time. [ told
him I'd honestly answer any question and
promised to provide him with information. We
did not label each other “ignorant” or “sick™. I
didn’t want to start a conflict with him, rather,
1 respected him and wanted to approach him
through his most positive characteristics: 1
encouraged him to use his intelligence, and his
commitment to acting responsibly and
reasonably. After a year and a half of honest
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EVOLUTION OF AN
IRANIAN GAY ACTIVIST

Interview with Saviz Shafaie by Jack Nichols

As a university student in 1972, Saviz
Shafaie, baffled by sociological questions
surrounding sexual orientation, delivered a
pioneering research speech, an investigative look
at the treatment given same sex love that was
prevalent in Iranian social patterns. Expecting
a small turnout, Shafaie was astounded when
several hundred of his peers at the University
of Shiraz (formerly Pahlavi University) gathered
to hear him. It showed, he became sure, that
fellow students were thirsty for knowledge of
matters that had too long remained taboo,and
that a natural curiosity had been unearthed the
moment he pulled aside the curtain of silence.
In Iran, he realized, same-sex love, though
unspoken, was nevertheless, prevalent in its own
way.

In 1976 pursuing his education, Shafaie
arrived in the United States, where he continued
his studies of sexuality and gender. At Syracuse
University he gradually became involved with
the growing gay and lesbian liberation
movement. He finally emerged—as a result of
a conscious and deliberate decision—to be an
openly gay man, all the while earning his
master’s degree in sociology.

Moving to Orlando, Florida in the early
1980°s, Shafaie turned his personal evolution
into a series of ongoing political statements.
He was quick to see that various social crusades—
—including the peace movement, the anti-sexist
men’s movement, the feminist cause, as well
as racial, ethnic, and human rights concerns,
could be linked. He took an active part in these
various movements, successfully urging—in the
Orlando area—that they support civil rights and

social acceptance of those who, like himself,
felt strong emotional and sexual bonds with
individuals of their own gender. Shafaie opened
a natural foods store, located in one of the city's
finer neighbourhoods, where he provided
materials relevant to the aforementional causes,
including gay and lesbian rights. He organized
demonstrations and educational events,
appearing on TV and radio, and receiving Central
Florida's Spectrum Award ( 1995) for his efforts
at promoting a meaningful recognition of
diversity among the area’s citizens.

In 1993 Shafaie joined Homan, the
international movement to defend the rights of
lesbian and gay Iranians. Currently, he is active
organizing, and planning Homan’s agendas.

3 3 e o A e ol o e e ol e e o o o ek ok R

Nichols: What brought you to make a
deliberate decision to come out as a gay man?

Shafaie: While I was studying materials on
homosexuality at school, I felt that the
information provided me with a better
knowledge than was available through friends,
family, and judgemental people around me. The
combination of knowledge, self confidence and
growth provided me with a chance to share my
new insights with others. I was reading
passionately and growing more solid, free and
open. Public speaking, first under the safety of
an academic roof, resulted in dialogue and finally
encouraged me to be more outspoken and honest.
I eventually felt [ knew enough to overcome
my fear and insecurity. I felt | owed it to myself
to be open.
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HELP THE REFUGEES

Homan invites compassionate lawyers, legal authorities and
human rights advocates to assist Iranian gay and Lesbian
refugees.

In Iran gays and lesbians are imprisoned, tortured and stoned.
Many brave homosexuals escape the atrocities of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to seek safe shelters in Western countries.

Your volunteer services will help these victims of the legal and
cultural injustice start a new life with hope.

For more information on how you may contribute to the lives
of Iranian gay and lesbian refugees please contact Homan at:

HOMAN

c/o RFSL

P.0.Box 450 90
104 30 Stockholm
Sweden

—

WE NEED YOUR HELP

The International Gay & Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) documents, monitors, and mobilizes
rﬂ.&gns: to human rights violations against gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, and people with HIV/AIDS worldwide
IGLHRC is in its second year as the action secretariat of the ILGA. Is this is your [irst IGLHRC Action Alen? If so
would you like to take part in the Emergency Response Network regularly? To become part of an international
m?paign to make a difference in the lives of sexual minorities all over the world, please ﬁanut the coupon below
and retarn it to:

IGLHRC +1-415-255-B680 elephone

1360 Mission Street, Suite 200 +1-415-255-8662 [ax

San Francisco, CA 94103 USA. iglhre@igeape.org  (e-mail)
Ir -------------------------------------- —— —— - e .- 1
: 3 Yes, Sign me up for the Emergency Response Network, :
: Mame :

1

I Address |
i |
: Ciy State ZipMPostal Code Country :
: Participation in the Emergency Response Network is [ree, but contributions are greatly appreciated and :
| needed. Contributions are tax-deductible in the United Siates. 1
: I would like my ERN in: [ English Q Spanish (J French :
: (3 Enclosed is my contribution ol :
: (2 $20 530 [ $50 5100 s !
e e o e ke o e e il e e s S T - i i Bl A L T D =1
IGLHRC

1 360 Mission Street, Suie 200
San Francisco, CA 94103 USA
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Iran is the most zealously homophobic
Islamic country. Since 1980, when the
fundamentalists came to power under the
leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini, over 4,000
leshians and gay men have been executed,
according to estimates by the exiled Iranian
homosexual rights group, Homan.

In the early 1980s, for example, 70 people
were executed after they attempted to set up a
lesbian and gay organisation. Three years ago.
nearly 100 homosexuals were sentenced to death
following a raid on a private party.

[t is notoriously difficult to be certain about
the exact number of lesbians and gays killed
because some executions take place in secret
and the relatives of those killed often try to cover
up the true reason due to the strong social stigma
associated with homosexuality, Another factor
preventing an accurate estimate is the regime’s
resort to false allegations of homosexuality
against political opponents, in a bid to discredit
them. Trumped up charges of homosexuality
were levelled against a Sunni Muslim leader,
Dr Ali Mozaffarian, who was executed in Shiraz
in 1992,

The methods of killing lesbians and gays
in Iran, as prescribed by Islamic leaders, are:
beheading with a sword, stoning to death, burning
alive and throwing from a mountain top or high
building. The death penalty applies not only to
sodomy, but also to other sexual acts such as
mutual masturbation and body rubbing on the
fourth offence. The mere act of two people of
the same sex lying naked together “without any
necessity” is a crime punishable by up to 99
lashes. One man kissing another, even “without
lust”, merits 60 lashes(*). These floggings can
cause permanent injury to internal organs, severe
bleeding and sometimes death.

The Iranian authorities stepped up their
crusade against homosexuality in 1990, with a
wave of public executions. On the first day of
the new crackdown, three gay men were
beheaded in a cily square in Nahavand, and two
women accused of lesbianism were stoned to
death in Langrood. Justifying these killings,
the Iranman Chief Justice, Morteza Moghtadai,
declared: “The religious punishment for the
despicable act of homosexuality is death for both
parties”.

Simultaneously, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
denounced “homosexuality, male and female™.
He condemned Britain and the United States
for promoting gay relationships, falsely claiming
the two countries had legalised marriages
between people of the same sex. Homosexuality
was, he said, a symptom of the decay and
corruption of Western culture.

His colleague, Ayatollah Musavi-Ardebili,
demanded the strict enforcement of Islamic
punishments for lesbian and gay sex. Describing
procedures for the execution of homosexuals,
he told students at Teheran University: “They
should seize him (or her), they should keep him
standing, they should split him in two with a
sword, they should either cut off his neck or
they should split him from the head ... After he
is dead, they bring logs, make a fire and place
the corpse on the logs, set fire to it and burn it.
Or it should be taken to the top of a mountain
and thrown down. Then the parts of the corpse
should be gathered together and burnt. Or they
should dig a hole, make a fire in the hole and
throw him alive into the fire.”

“We do not have such punishments for other
offences,” boasted the Ayatollah. “There cannot
be the slightest degree of mercy or compassion
... Praise be to God.”

Lesbians and gay men living in countries
dominated by the New Dark Ages of Islamic
fundamentalism cannot afford the liberal luxury
of tolerating religious fanaticism, For them, the
politically correct arguments about *cultural
sensitivity” smack of surrender to the extremists
who jeopardise their freedom and even their
lives.

If we, in the West. don't challenge
fundamentalism now, we will not only be failing
in our duty of solidarity with our gay Muslim
brothers and sisters, we may also be sowing
the seeds of our own eventual repression by
allowing fundamentalism to gain influence here.
as well as there. m

Peter Tarchell's new book is We Don’t Want
To March Straight - Masculinity, Queers &
The Military (Cassell, £4.99).
| * The article of the Isiamic Penal Law sholud read: "1f
someone Kisses another with lust, he will be subject 1o
Ta'azir of 60 lashes”. However. in the original translation
of this article into English, fronically enough and by

mistake, it read: "... kisses another without lust ..."]
Homan publication
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war following the abortion of a general election
which looked set to be won by the Islamic
Salvation Front. Other victims include students
and academics who refuse to study within a
religious framework, and journalists who write
the truth uncensored by clerical fanatics.

The Algerian Islamicists have also targeted
women failing to conform to the Muslim
tradition of subservience and modesty. Wives
who work or study instead of staying at home
and waiting on their husbands and children risk
death. 5o do women wearing make-up or short
skirts and attending mixed schools or swimming

pools. Any female behaviour deemed
‘scandalous’ by the militants can have lethal
consequences, as 16-year-old Katia Bengana
discovered. She was shot dead on her way home
from school for refusing to wear a veil.

The common goal that unites Islamic
fundamentalists the world over is the
establishment of a religious state where every
aspect of life, both public and private, is
determined by the principles of the Koran and
Muslim traditions. This means the creation of
a state where homosexuality is illegal and
punishable by death.

Same-sex relationships are currently
outlawed in 26 Islamic countries: Afghanistan,
Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bosnia, Iran,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Mauritania,
Morocco, Oman), Pakistan, Quator, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia,
Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
Islam is also a significant and growing influence
in Senegal, Nigeria, Chad, Somalia, Turkey and
the southern Philippines.

In only three Islamic-dominated nations are
there no laws against homosexuality: Egypt,

i
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Indonesia and Irag. Nevertheless, even in these
countries public attitudes remain hostile and
gay people are subjected 1o periodic
victimisation.

Of the Islamic states that ban lesbian and
gay sex, Iran, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan
and Yemen enforce the death penalty. Pakistan
specifies two years to life imprisonment, plus
flogging. In Malaysia the maximum sentence
15 20 years and in the United Arab Emirates
it’s 14, Bangladesh and Libya are considered
moderate in Islamic fundamentalist terms, with
punishments of seven and five years respectively.
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THE NEW DARK AGES

documents the global
threat of Islamic
fundamentalism.

THE NEW DARK AGES are already with
us. For hundreds of millions of people in parts
of the Middle East, Africa and Asia, the
ascendancy of Islamic fundamentalism has
ushered in an era of religious obscurantism and
intolerance. The liberal, compassionate wing

of Islam - though it still has large numbers of

adherents - is increasingly being forced onto
the defensive and eclipsed.

The fervour of this modern Muslim
extremism echoes the zealotry of the original
Dark Ages in medieval Europe, when Christian
fundamentalists excommunicated scientists as
heretics, tortured non-believers, drowned women
as witches and burned sodomites at the stake.

Several hundred years after the breakdown
of theocracy and the beginning of the
Enlightenment, few people would have thought
it possible for clerical fascism to make a
comeback. Nevertheless, Islamic
fundamentalism 1s now a major influence on
three continents, and it’s spreading.

An 18-year-old gay man, Neil Tubo, was
recently executed in Saudi Arabia. His family
say that his trial was a charade and claim he

was framed on charges on raping two women.

The Bangladeshi writer, Taslima Nasrin,
had to flee to Sweden last year after she was
condemned to death by Muslim fundamentalists
for advocating the revision of Islamic law to
protect the rights of women. Issuing a fatwah
against Nasrin, they offered a bounty to anyone
who would kill Her.

In neighbouring Pakistan, an illiterate 14-
year-old, Salamat Masih, was sentenced to die
in 1994 for allegedly writing Words offensive
to the prophet Mohammed on the wall of a
mosque. Although saved by a last minute
reprieve, he was forced to seek refuge in
Germany after Islamicists threatened to hunt
him down and kill him.

On the Philippines island of Mindanao.
Muslim militias have been terrorising gay men
- beating them up, ordering them to leave the
region and threatening them with castration.

Earlier this year, Islamic extremists in
Algeria assassinated the feminist leader, Nabila
Diahnine. Previously they had killed the theatre
director, Abdelkader Alloula. These are justtwo
of the thousands of people murdered by the
fundamentalists over the last three years of civil
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It was an emotional feast. I responded by
thinking, “This is much better than what I'm
getting from my American friends on the block.”
My own countrymen appeared to be frozen in
stiff poses; lost in pushy, competitive rushes.
That Fereydoon and other Iranian boys walked
hand in hand with me, was clearly revolutionary.
He recited Hafez in my ear, put his arms about
me as we lay on beautiful Persian carpets, shared
personal secrets and swapped declarations of
forever-love. By contrast, the extreme emotional
poverty of my own countrymen was - in 1950
- a very sad matter.

It was easy - in afternoons - to run through
backyards between my family's house and the
diplomatic residence where Fereydoon lived.
His parents always greeted me effusively. [ began
visiting them with a pencil in hand, noting the
meanings of Persian words and sentences,
especially Man toe ra doost da-ram (I love you),
and happily appearing to them that bright young
American who yearned to know more and more
about them. They gave me old recordings of
Persian music which I played incessantly at
home, I revelled in the plaintive, tragic glory
of mysterious minor-keyed melodies, unable
to get enough. My imagination soared, a
colourful co-mingling of spirit and romance.
Fereydoon introduced me to sons and daughters
of other Iranian diplomats, including relatives
of the now-deposed Shah. Other Iranian boys
treated me with nearly equal lovingness.

Now, nearly a half-century later, because
of the events toward which they propelled me,
those hearty friendships | enjoyed have come
full circle. Between then and now - in America
and elsewhere - | made their influence felt in
the movements for gay and lesbian equality,
critiquing at the same time the antiquated male
gender system, and its dangerous prohibition
of intimacy among men, regardless of their
heterosexual or homosexual inclination. The
current issue of Washington History (The
Magazine of the Historical Society of
Washington, D.C..) contains a 1964 picture of
Lige Clarke, my most loving friend, and me.
The caption reads that we organized the first
gay and lesbian civil rights style picket of The

White House in 1965. Clarke and [ were also
the editors (1969-1973) of America’'s first gay
weekly newspaper, GAY, a paper that is quoted

121 times in The Gay Militants: How Gay
Liberation Began in America (1969-1971) by
Donn Teal. (St. Martin’s Press 1995) My major
philosophic work, Men’s Liberation: A New
Definition of Masculinity, was published in 1975

by Penguin Books, and made its way into
textbooks and into Greek and German editions.
In this book’s biographical note is a tribute to
Persia’s influence on me. In its final chapter is
an enthusiastic tribute to Iran’s great mystic
poets, and to the importance of all great poetry
as a technology of remembrance, encouraging
and preserving the best of human values. [ myself
embraced Walt Whitman, America’s great gay
male poet, the bard of democracy.

When the 1979 revolution went awry in
Iran, one of my fondest dreams, to visit there
evaporated, At first, like others, I'd held high
hopes after the Shah was deposed. I'd long been
dismayed by the behaviour of my own
government, as 1'd watched since the early
1950°s how the English and then the Americans
had used the Shah and had manipulated events
to keep taps on Iranian oil. When the Shah was
given lemporary sanctuary in my country in order
to get medical treatment with the result that the
American Embassy was then seized in Teheran,
I stood on my reputation as an author and
addressed a luncheon gathering in Atlanta, then-
President Carter’s domain. My speech was
carried in this southern capital - December 10,
1979 - over radio and TV. | advised my
countrymen as to the real history of American-
Iranian relations and then said they must take
four steps, steps touted through media in my
own passionate voice: “'( 1.) We must stop making
war threats against a small country. (2.) We must
say, and our government must admit, that the
Shah was a grisly mass murderer, a criminal
and a thief. (3,) We must give evidence that we
understand and sympathize with the trnials of
the Iranian people and their desire for
independence, and (4.) We must begin to deal
with the hated criminal as we do with those in
our own country. We do not give him

Continued on page 22
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is to grasp how the Persian and American gender
systems have long differed. U.S. culture, in the
year 1950, allowed no meaningful intimacy
among men. Approved male contacts took place
mainly in the violent milieu of the football arenas,
and was expressed by quick slaps on the
backside. In American social gatherings, women
could hug and kiss but there were no such hugs
among men, and certainly no kissing, but only
strangely reserved handshakes and those awful
slaps on the back. After American boys turned
six, it was not thought proper that they kiss their
fathers. Conversations among ordinary men were
devoid of any intimate sharing. Men were
ridiculed if they showed that they might be
vulnerable; forced, when they spoke, to keep
conversations unflavoured, trading current sports
scores and the like. Men tried to prove 1o each
other that they were hard, tough, on top, in
control, and, above all, dominant. Natural social
bonds encouraging loving feelings among men
were, as a result, in pitiful shambles.

Women alone were shown in films and on
television as sensually appealing. In commercial
advertising their shapely but modest charms were
considered the only appropriate fare. The male
form, on the other hand, was hidden behind
baggy pants and men were encouraged to keep
their feelings carefully hidden. Manliness was
often judged as a matter of maintaining a poker
face, and of walking with subtly threatening
postures, those inherited from previous centuries
when the principal occupation of men involved
war. This evolutionary hangover - warriormania
- caused American men to think it necessary
they show a constant readiness for combat. The
homosexual taboo was the kingpin-fear that kept
this ailing gender system intact. American men
were told to follow certain rules or 1o be charged
as suspected queers. With an inlluence greater
than that of religion, patriotism, or education,
this inhuman gender system held in place, in
America and elsewhere, a dominating but rotting
social order.

Poetry was considered out of bounds, a
pursuit much too sensitive for a male’s
consideration. Classical music was for oddballs
or suspect intellectuals, who, during that time,
were often accused of homosexual leanings. An

American senator, Joseph McCarthy, began a
witch hunt to rid the government of
“intellectuals™ in the State Department -
particularly suspected “*homosexual perverts and
traitors.”

Thus, the American male's gender system,
patterned in great measure on religious dogmas,
football values, and on gun-slinging western
movie myths, created varieties of severe
individual alienation, sexual repression, and
social rigidity. To this young American boy, the
fact that Iranian males held hands, kissed, and
hugged one another, sharing their personal
secrels with passionate declarations of love, was
nothing short of revolutionary. franian women
too, seemed strong to this youthful American
as well as more direct and honest. When they
began to shed the veil, he thought they might
lead the world toward its destiny: the equality
of the sexes.

Forty-five years ago, that young boy was
me, a child whose experiences would soon
thereafter erupt into direct action promoting
social revolution. But as I turned a city corner
at age 12, only four blocks from my home in
the American capital, | had no way of knowing
that my meeting with another 12-year-old,
Fereydoon, would so influence me, propelling
me across vast expanses sounding tones that
would last through a happy lifetime of activism
and romantic exotica.

Fereydoon beguiled me in a way ['d never
thought possible. He was the first male of myv
age to show me how two boys can experience
passionate Platonic love. *I love you.” he said
repeatedly, while hugging me close, “and I never
want to be apart from you. I wish you could
come to live with me in Iran forever as my
brother, and I will always think of you constantly
no matter where 1 am."” There was no sex n
this dramatic show of affection, but just blatant.
unrelenting, passionate feelings. With no hint
of embarrassment, in private, or in front of his
parents, Fereydoon kissed me on the lips and
exclaimed, *“You are forever welcome under my
roof.”
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HOW PERSIAN CULTURE AFFECTED
AMERICA’S GAY MOVEMENT

By Jack Nichols
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Jack Nichols {rlght} and hlS Im'cr nf many years, Lige Clarke, Thx: cuuple wrote IWI;J
books. Clarke was murdered in 1975 in Mexico.

An almost mystical pathway has opened
promisingly over the years because of longago
friendships between a young American boy and
his Iranian peers. Their bonds helped ignite a
strategic consciousness encouraging historic
social developments in the United States and
elsewhere. In 1972 a major gay and lesbian
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wes a
Revolution, (by Kay Tobin and Randy Wicker,
Paperback Library and Arno Press, USA)
recorded this American boy’s memories:

When Jack was about eleven, he
became acquainted with the sons of Iranian
diplomats stationed in Washington and
began to form a kind of male friendship
that was different from any he had known.

“I'd always been a popular fellow on

the block,” Jack says, "but this was so
superior to the relationships I'd had. " His
first Iranian friend had hugged him and
kissed him and said, * You're my brother.!”

“It was a new concept of friendship.
[ really loved i1. I spent most of my time
from ages eleven to fifteen with these
Iranian kids. There was never homosexual
sex, but we did kiss and hug and show
affection, holding hands and holding each
other close. And their families were also
kind to me.

Before meeting the Iranian Jack had
experienced both heterosexual and
homosexual feelings ...

To understand why these Iranian boys
affected this youthful American so profoundly,
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GAY MAN STONED IN IRAN

By the verdict of the eighth judicial branch of Hamadan (a north-west Iranian city), and the

confirmation of the supreme court of Iran, Mehdi Barazandeh, otherwise known as Safa Ali
Shah Hamadani, was condemned to death. The Judicial authorities announced that Barazandeh’s
crimes were repeated acts of adultery and “the obscene act of sodomy”. The court’s decree
was carried out by stoning Barazandeh on Sunday morning Nov. 12th 1995 at a local cemetery.
Barazandeh belonged to the Khaksarieh Sect of Dervishes.
Islamic Republic News Paper Nov, 14, 1995

IRANIAN MAN WINS POLITICALASYLUM
BASED ON GAY PERSECUTION

In 4 rare ruling, a US. Immigration and Naturalization Service officer has given an

Iranian gay man political asylum due to the threat of persecution based on sexual orientation.
Joseph E. Langlois, asylum director of the INS offices in Newark, N.J., granted the asylum after
determining that the man, identified only as A.T., had a ** well- founded fear of persecution * if
he were deported to Iran, where the punishment for sodomy is death. Lesbianism is punishable
by 100 lashes on the first conviction and death after the third. *I feel 100 pounds lighter,as if a
weight has been lifted off my shoulders.” A.T. who has been working as a designer and living in
Brooklyn, said. “Now I can start planning my life and begin pursuing my dreams without the
fear that I might be facing a death sentence simply for being gay.” A.T. is not the first person to
be granted political asylum on account of his sexual orientation, but Lambada Legal Defense
and Education Fund attorneys, who represented the man, said his case is significant because he
came out only after arriving in the United States and did not directly experience persecution by
the Iranian government. In June 1994, U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno issued an order setting
a precedent to allow gay man and lesbians to be considered a social group for the purpose of
determining asylum eligibility. That order initially involved the case of a gay man from Cuba.
About a dozen people have since been granted political asylum because of their sexual orientation.
“The United States has accepted refugees from other countries for virtually its entire history,”
said Lambada board co-chair Noemi Masliah, who is cooperating attorney on the case. “Now it
is recognizing that foreign lesbians and gay men who are living in terrifying conditions can also
find safety between our shores.” m
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INSTEAD OF THE EDITORIAL

A few days before taking this thick issue of Homan to the publishing
house,I was forced to impose a self-censorship upon what was
going to be my first (and perhaps my last) editorial in English for
this publication. The story had better be left untold - and instead
of the lengthy, controversial commentary that this “editorial” would
have been, I perfer to reach out to you, dear readers of Homan, in
a brief message:

Homan desperately needs volunteers, good
writers, computers, fax machines, all types
of talents, money, friends and hope!

Contribute to our endeavour of defending
human rights by helping us bring a higher
quality publication to you.

And that said, I believe, for those involved in the Homan organisation,
the most important cause, beyond all their differences and the
controversies, should be to help our unfortunate gay and lesbian
brothers and sisters in Iran.

The Editor
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ISLAMIC PENAL LAW IN IRAN (2)

Approved by The Islamic Consultancy Parliament 08.05.1370 (30.07.1991)
and finally ratified by The High Expediency Council on 07.09.1370 (28.11.1991)

Chapter One:
Punishment for sodomy

Article 108: Sodomy is sexual
intercourse with a male.
Article 109: In case of sodomy
both the active and the passive
persons will be condemned to its
punishment.

Article 110: Punishment for
sodomy is killing; the Sharia judge
decides on how to carry out the
killing.

Article 111: Sodomy involves
killing if both the active and passive
persons are mature, of sound mind
and have free will.

Article 112: If a mature man
of sound mind commits sexual
intercourse with an immature
person, the doer will be killed and
the passive one will be subject to
Ta'azir of 74 lashes if not under
duress.

Article 113: If an Immature
person commits sexual intercourse
with another immature person,
both of them will be subject to
Ta'azir of 74 lashes unless one
of them was under duress.

Ways of proving sedomy in
court

Article 11 4: By confessing four
times to having committed
sodomy, punishment is established
against the one making the
confession,

Article 115: A confession made
less than four times (to having
committed sodomy) does not
involve punishment of “Had” but
the confessor will be subject to
Ta'azir (lesser punishments).
Article 116: A confession is valid
only if the confessor is mature,
of sound mind, has free will and
intention.

Article 117: Sodomy is proved
by the testimony of four righteous
men who might have observed it.
Article 118: If less than four
rightecus men testify, sodomy is
not proved and the witnesses shall
be condemned to punishment for
Qazf (malicious accusation).
Article 119: Testimony of
women alone or together with a

man does not prove sodomy.
Article 120: The Sharia judge
may act according to his own
knowledge which is derived
through customary methods.
Article 121: Punishment for
Tafhiz (the rubbing of the thighs
or buttocks) and the like
committed by two men without
entry, shall be hundred lashes for
each of them.

Mote: If the doer is a non-Muslim
and the subject is a Muslim, the
doer will be condemned to death.
Article 122: If Tafhiz and the
like are repeated three times
without entry and punishment is
enforced after each time, the
punishment for the fourth time
would be death.

Article 123; If two men not
related by blood stand naked under
one cover without any necessity,
both of them will be subject to
Ta'azir of up to 99 lashes.
Article 124:If someone kisses
another with lust, he will be subject
to Ta'azir of 60 lashes,
Article 125: If the one
committing Tafhiz and the like or
a homosexual man, repents before
the giving of testimony by the
witnesses, his punishment will be
quashed; if he repents after the
giving of testimony, the
punishment will not be quashed.
Article 126: If sodomy or Tafhiz
is proved by confession and
thereafter he repents the Sharia
judge may request the leader (Valie
Amr) to pardon him.

Lesbianism

Article 127: Mosahegeh
(lesbianism) is homosexuality of
women by genitals.

Article 128: The ways of proving
lesbianism in court are the same
by which the homosexuality (of
men) is proved,

Article 129: Punishment for
lesbianism is hundred (100) lashes
for each party.

Article 130: Punishment for
lesbianism will be established vis-
a-vis someone who is mature, of
sound mind, has free will and
intention.

Mote: In the punishment for

lesbianism there will be no
distinction between the doer and
the subject as well as a Muslim or
non-Muslim.

Article 131: If the act of
lesbianism is repeated three times
and punishment is enforced each
time, death sentence will be issued
the fourth time.

Article 132:If alesbian repents
befare the giving of testimony by
the witnesses, the punishment will
be quashed; if she does so

after the giving of testimony, the
punishment will not be quashed.
Article 133: If the act of
lesbianism is proved by the
confession of the doer and she
repents accordingly, the Sharia
judge may request the leader (Valie
Amr) to pardon her,

Article 134:If two women not
related by consanguinity stand
naked under one cover without
necessity, they will be punished
to less than hundred (100) lashes
(Ta'azir). In case of its repetition
as well as the repetition of
punishment, hundred (100) lashes
will be hit the third time.

pikies Jei Sf peecul

Article 135: Pimping means that
someone brings two individuals
together or puts them in contact
with each other for fornication or
homosexuality.

Article 136: Pimping is proved
by two confessions if the confessor
is mature, of sound mind, has free
will and intention.

Article 137: Pimping is proved
by the testimony of two nghteous
men.

Article 138: Punishment of a
man for pimping is seventy (70)
lashes and exile from the place of
(his) domicile for a period of 3
months up to one year and
punishment of pimping by a woman
is seventy five (75) lashes only.

Article 139: Qazf (malicious
accusation) means that someone
associates fornication or sodomy
with a certain person.

Article 140: Punishment for Qazf
(malicious accusation) is 80 lashes
for a man or woman. =
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The items below, identified as 1 & 2, are to be included in all issues of Homan due to
the important information they contain.

INTRODUCING HOMAN 1)
(The Group to Defend the Rights of Iranian Gays and Lesbians)

Homan is a group established in
1990 in Stackholm (Sweden) to defend
the rights of Iranian gays and lesbians.
For the first time in the history of Iranian
people a number of Iranian gays and
lesbians sat together to form an
organization,

As a human rights group in exile,
Homan strives to constitute an
international advocacy contingency, in
order to protest the gay and lesbians
human rights violations in Iran. Presently,
the fundamentalist Islamic government
of Iran enforces the most severe
punishments against gays and leshians.
According to Islamic Laws, Sodomy and
Leshianisrn are punishable by death.
Mone of the adversaries of the Iranian
regime has admitted or protested Iran's
brutal treatment of gays and lesbians;
even Iran's independent Human Rights
Committee has ignored the issue
altogether,

Similarly, international
organisations such as Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch
have failed to challenge Iran's anti-gay
enactments.

Homan began contacting and
arganizing activists throughout Europe
and North America, wherever greater
number of Iranian immigrants exists.

As long as the horrifying Islamic
govemnment ruies iran, the most practical
gay liberation strategy for Homan is to
raise awareness of the dangerous
conditions threatening gays and lesbians
in Iran through an international campaign,
Furthermore, Homan encourages
international, influential organizations
and personalities to speak out, and to
press Iranian rulers to remove savere,
anti-gay Islamic Laws.

Homan's mast essential rule is to
educate Iranian communities about the
natural phenomenon of homosexuality.
Unfortunately, in enforcing anti-gay laws,
Iran’'s male-dominant and homophobic
cultures have strong beanngs on religious
authorities’ fallacious doctrne. According
to most of Iranians (and this includes
even those who have been exposad to
more liberated, western cultures)
homosexuality is sinful, immoral and
unnatural. These homophobic
assumptions, to a great extent, exist
because of cultural obstacles such as
the overbearing religious beliefs, the
male<invented social values, the
constemation of sexual
topics, and the general iliteracy of
Iranians.

In order to educate Iranian
communities about the gay and leshian
issues, Homan group would have to
constantly challenge religion, take

political stands, support deconstruction
of male-supremacy, and break social
taboos by publicizing relevant sexual
topics. Presently, the most effective,
and practical means of achieving such
educational goals is the “Homan"
publication,

Each edition of the irregularly
printed “Homan" publication addresses
fundamental gay and lesbian issues with
an approach that is sensitive to Iranian
Cultures. "Homan" publication, as the
first source of information to serve
Iranian gays and lesbians, strives to
compase an unprecedented body of gay
and lesbian literature in Persian,

In addition to defending and
educating Iranian gays and lesbians,
Homan acts as a support group. Chapters
and associated members of Homan
attract and help many individuals, who
struggle through their coming out
process, or would like to explore their
sexual identity within the boundaries of
Iranian Cultures. Homan also offers legal
assistance to those who seek asylum
based on their sexual orientation.

As an internaticnal group, Homan
operates within two independent, but
closely associated, administrative levels.
The first level includes an executive
committee, that is selected by the
majarity of participants at the annual
meeting. This committee is responsible
to allocate the group’s budget, which
consists of received grants, donations
and membership fees. The committee
also acts as central communicator,
representing the group, networking, and
making important decisions that would
cohere all the chapters.

The second administrative lavel
operates based on the particular goals
and needs of the chapters and the
members who constitute them. In fact,
once a chapter of Homan is established,
its members can independently set their
own agenda and determing their own
activities, This flexibility allows room for
many individuals with various interests
and objectives to be active under
umbrella organization of Homan. So,
while certain members may be militant
and politically active, others may be
interested in soclals and less seriously
oriented activities.

Homan is growing rapidly. The
devoted few, who founded the group,
have managed to associate with many
enthusiasts, who would like to contribute
to the Iranian gay and lesbian liberation
movement. Surely, anyone, who fights
for basic human nights, is welcomed to
share her experience with Homan. The

only other active lranian gay and lesbian
group, Hasha (based in San Francisco),
expresses interest in joining forces with
Homan on certain projects [plans are
being laid out for a joined all-purpose
conference in the future]. International
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights
Commission (IGLHRC) wishes to offer
assistance, within its own capacity, while
it stands at the forefront of defending
gay and lesbian rights in the world, A
chapter of Homan is established in Los
Angeles/California (believed to be home
to about 500,000 Iranian immigrants);
this should certainly be considered a
unigue opportunity to reach out more
freely than ever to a large Iranian
community.

Of course, with an increase in
resources and offers for further
cooperation at hand, Homan feels obliged
to take more responsibility. What lies
ahead for Homan is advancing its
educational ambitions,

So far, “Homan® publication has
provided the only thorough and
uncensored version of HIV/AIDS refated
issues in Persian.

Much mere is needed to be done
in persuading Iranian Communities to
comprehend the urgency of HIV/AIDS
prevention education. Homan should
definitely play an active part in this
matter.

Other educational activities in the
future would include arganizing seminars,
workshops, publishing essays on gay and
lesbian topics, and increasing the visibility
of lranian gays and lesbians particularly
amongst Iranian mass media.

Indeed, conducting the lranian gay
and lesbian liberation movement is not
an easy task, while Homan faces political
threats, challenges an extremely
totalitarian religious system, and
attempts to change strong values of a
whole culture, Such endeavour demarkds
genuine devotion of resourceful
individuals, and generous contributions
of institutions or people, who would
satisfy its financial or practical needs.

Iranian gays and leshians are quite
far from even the mediocre freedom
that their western siblings enjoy. Some
may even comment that Homan's
ambitions are too unrealistic, but one
must realize that someday Iran's political
order will change. Someday people will
become more receptive of alternative
lifestyles, and freedom may not seem
s0 far away, Homan has only started a
movement, that may require several
decades to succeed.

It is now up to others to support
the realization of Homan's vision.a
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- "A Long Time Ago”, Short story by P. Saiidi

“Wasting This Love, I Can No More”, Poem by Saviz Shafaie

“Mrs. Ahoo's Partner”, Poem by Turandokht Mehrban

“The History of Woman-writing”, Poem by Turandokht Mehrban

- "Koan”, Poem by Franklin Abbott, Translated by Avaz

- “Have You Ever Experienced the Future?”, Poem by Annettje dia Huizinga (Translated
by P. Saiidi)

- "Homosexuality in Persian Poetry and Literature”, An essay exploring homosexuality
in Persian literature and poetry. An extensive investigation of Attar’s masterpiece
“"Conference of the Birds” is carried out With respect to homosexuality. (By Avaz)

- Three selected poems with homosexual content from the “Conference of the Birds”.

12- Reports
- A Recap of Homan’s Recent Activities
- “What Goes on Out of Iran and in the Free World of Gays and Lesbians?"

13- Book Review

A review of parts of a book called “The Anatomy of Man’s Body” published in Iran.
(Review by Nilgoon)

14- Satire (By Tannaz)

- Quotations from Great Personalities
- Sweet joke, Bitter joke and No-joke (Political/Cultural Satire)

15- Letters

16- “The Museum of the Naked Truth”, Poem by an anonymous Poet. Specially
written to accompany a series of censored pictures in this publication. m
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CONTENTS IN PERSIAN

The index provided here is to be used as a reference for cataloguing purposes.

|- Editorial

Includes seven topics.

2- News
It includes selected items from various countries.

3- Reflections
This column objectively reflects some of the contrasting experiences.

4- Sex Education

- The Guide to a Safe Sex

Practical tips are given to women who have sexual encounters with other women.

- How to Use Condoms Correctly

A step by step guide, using a direct language and pictures, this item explains how to use
condoms correctly.

5- AIDS News

6- Homosexuality: A Pitcher Overflowing with Questions ...?
Part one of a selection of common questions asked by Iranians on the subject of
homosexuality. These questions are answered in details. (By Avaz)

7- Homan and Homosexual Refugees
Homan's policies on assisting Iranian refugees seeking asylum based on their
homosexuality.

8- Same Sex, Same Law

Includes translation of the 13th chapter of the book “Same Sex, Same Law” By Joy
Tataryan, Tim Timberg, N. Colin Desjarlais. This chapter gives information on
homosexual immigration and asylum in Canada (and in particular in B.C.). (Translated
by Avaz)

9- Eros Is Hungry
A philosophical essay by Kjell Madsen, an Oslo university lecturer. (Translated by
Nilgoon)

10- Sappho

An account of the life of Sappho, the Greek lyric poetess of Lesbos. It includes love
poems of passionate intensity, some of which are addressed to women, and a hymn to
Aphrodite. From the book “Their Way” by Thomas Cowan. (Translated by Avaz)

11- Literature and Poetry
- A Feminine Monologue”, Short story by P. Saiidi
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