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Please note that homan - The Iranian Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgender Coalition has a new email and website address. Our
new email address is:
homan@homan-iran.org
and our website is at:
http://www.homan-iran.org




¥ Feo¥1TAs Jo Al - oslogh

Olal5e (FUS i 75 950 55 wld alei -

e 3 St 3 4 0Ll o U2 e 6 B o Tuste Une Femme s cos Sl sl S
it iy DT ot 350 Al il e 45 SIEES X8 ol ol T 3 80 w0 e o L e
33 5 old 0l SN L L slmlns by 3 gn K005 35T 53 laga o pi el

T

i 3330 33 1 (S e s T | il i

A BTN el VY s U S (Middle Eastern Studies Association) il U slgtay sy L
b gy 09 5l et g K50 03T sk an the 628 1 o SULL o 565 GolTpmd GLI1 a2 15, Sl il
(KFESRYE
dldl e Jlye s 58 2 (Remembering Gender and Sexuality from the Medieval 1o the Modern)
("Forgetting Amrads and Amradnimas: o310 ;3 5,4 35 als g el pllan b 55l 03 8 2l s ._;:QT,,.;_.:
Male Lions and «sj il cus 43 ol g 52, The Making of Modern Men and Women in Iran")
il o« Female Suns

Sl Sl 5 0ol oo b1 i 5y Coms 1 55 e 3 a3 53 SULL 0 e
G5 yko
w213 ol ("The Figure of Sodomy/Heresy as ‘Excess’ in Safavi Polemical Discourse”)

¥ o %k

Pt 1
Ol ol slemngy ol Hulal ensilas
s e 28 s 0T S B e pESIS i B s, B pe

2yt (TWSEY 01 05 letany 3l (SUAS rens a0 Bl Yo o) 205 0051V sl 53 ot oyt o805
SIS e | A g ) sl Bl 45h sy e e O brad iy Ll AT Sl Ol
S50 e Sl 4l s (e S e O et g e Pl g ol e ey
wil il gl a0 gl 4 2E (0500 Gl Jlet 5 L vy o ol L Lal

LT e 3l 3 065 sl o lled 31 g3 e Sl g 31 Lo p ole diny ekt &g ol Eiglpee L Gl e
0391 S0 gl 4o S 4830 Ol 05 GBS 51 s (S oy sl 4 Ol 3 ol sl 13 1 Oy 05 Sl e
A Lol ay ol 473 5 E et ot i e il e e e 3 0 gl ) ) S g oLl o s g3 a5
Mgl Ly i 3 3 L Glane ol 0y Ty e mn w05 4l

23 Pl 00 e Gl e 1000 Glanse 5 GWIT 31 sl cadlp 3 does (T 1 L) cans J3s 93 Sl o
e ey a4y s 05 e S 3 S UG5 e s SS005 055 e 33 5 s i 851 2 L
e 0 cal SRS N 5 a3 g2 ) 5 1a 3 Gt S50005 S 5 5T g e it el 3,8 e 53 i S
el TS 4 e s w5t el 5 e el e a3 B 3 i ST ) amal 00 Sl
S Ll o el lal Sl e a3 i 8 Gl sl g s e e 3 s paR 5 00kj s 03 S
o 005 P 5 Ko Bl S s T s g gl i B A as A5 5 T sl Al
25 A Ol

e e %



A Yoot ATA Jl AABks = plogd

J1590 38 5Vl &b (Slguss degacmo g lod w315
ol yois (Sl i

ol A ST el e g YL oSl ! H,.'Ii.b 3 5o 4o pare dmage + Nation Jlyage 03 0334 b ja b oyl sl
it et B 4 e el et 53 G 03 Sk 4 Ol

4 g 3 el il B S0 4 G i 2l e sy fa g D ) e e 3 el S
Lizs y edi ys y Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema . (Tom Waugh) (yy o6 e« g 5 Slilges
i ot (Varinia Maldonado) gLLs eeys 0Ll 3 besls g 4 pems ool 68 sl S @ g Gl gl
5yl 4alh bl sl ULl Bl 4 1 LS B 5 98 gl et RobETTO Zurbawo oSl j\Sa

Loy p6 b st 53 i pgh e A iz 4 BT (3 B 4y D) g @IBUIST e e GBS BT g P PRSI
S Sls s a5 IS S5 o (The Gazetie) &8 .0 U i 1ol amle 59y 215 610 j6 4pu s
o sl S by A Sl g8 g bkt g3 o (li) st 5 (Hour) 5u7 o MIrror) sz abacis e
i g et 8 e aaliasin 3 A 050 A 53 et i (s 8 02 403 0T 1 g S 4 G5 B
o a0k g JUF o 3pe 1y a5 ) 3 Ll Dk in 52 pte 5 51 @ e IS 250 1l
Sl o aily s 0T 4 3N 5 g ey g b 2 e e s 0 e s S iy Ly b
ol g 3148 e Late omy il i t  (Fon ¢ (Sn sl gla Sy b ) hmlr Sl S
pla 4 51 gty LS 0 o a4 LS il & J «"Queers in the Margins of Society" ;s &5l .ol ;54 AE
ol S ety 1 ULy Bl e B kS M e e S ek Dl a3 0 Sl 4 e
Srn Sl ity s 53 5 e 85,8 3 SIS s e e e e S 6 B 328 e L S S 3 g1 L
iy pp o 4 3y gl e 3 o3 S35y SIS 13 ¢ e (g 0T e e 13 S L s ) gl iyl
348 gl g I A0 5 e g DL il 2l a0l BT 3l A T e IS o5 T
A g i il Bl ol b s B I ol SLB L g s e b g e i DU gl 6 S
3 S ol e e 53 RT3 gl 3 el Gl s ST el h sl ks %
Lgd o bag L) glaany g 1 ol Mo (gl i

&Vl EL &b S5 §f 5laeds

Osmgls ami 3 (Concordia ULy L, S alBltis ;5 518 Ol culdl 5, 1) LUEVAAY b 5 Y &S
FIpNE L e = 1 u;_,‘,fj,l- 0Bl adix 3 53508 4 0 ~Se a o (Dawson Institute of Photography)
o 13500 0ol et e 05 dmabe e 3 o T i (6500 1l 4 (B i el gy ST e e
DI3T g3 Slo 5 Djb s 1S S oy 3 08 i pd g g D0 Gkt 53 Gl Dl i gl Ol ! 0565 sl,E
23 el Ly el
Babak Salari has been living and practicing in Canada since 1983. He studied at Concordia
University and Dawson Institute of Photography, and participated in a number of group and solo
exhibitions. As a cultural and political activist, he has been drawn 1o documenting those who live at
the margins of society, resulting in various projects that included portraits of Iranian artists in exile,

women and gay men in Southern Mexico, and veiled women in muslim culture.
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higher class society being gay is less accepted. So. it's
not really better,

G You've been in the United States two years. Do
vor have much contact in general with the Tranian
i gt communiny ’

N: Mo, becanse | know they are not very accepling,
and because T know [ look like a leshian, and I don't
want them to stare at me. | don't feel comfortable
They still have a lot of prejudice. Even if they live
here. Many of them still believe homosexuality is a
Western thing, and that we are imitating Westerners,
that we're not really gay, just acting. That's why we
have to be out. They can only belicve we exist if they

see our faces.

G: Iran seems to be on the verge of change, Going by
the foreign press anyway, there seems (o he an

increase in demonstrations.,.

N: Society is changing inside lran. even il the
government stays the same. The important thing is
having access to information from the Internet,
satellite TV. And you're right. There are a lot more
demonstrations. Iran has a lot of economic problems,
economic and political. People are tired and can't take
it anymore. Even though at demos the government
arrests people, forces them to have "imterviews,” tries
to make examples of them, 1 think the country has
reached a point where they can't do anything aboul it
anymore. People are fed up. In Iran, civil society 15
very active. maybe more so than in other Muslim
countries where people who do not accept the
siluation are maybe more passive. Despite the
situation of women under the regime, they are still
fighting back and getting back their rights. Women
make up 53% of university enrollment. which 15 a
good thing.

G+ Mast of the Iranian reform movements, al feast
thase vigible in the Western press, are still fslamic-
based, just differing in their interpretation of fslam,
Do vou think there will ever be room for lgbt people
i fran without a secular government !

N: It's true that all reform movements in Iran are
Islamic-based. but that's simply because other
movemenis are outlawed by the government. But |
helieve that Iran is shifting, slowly, towards
democracy, and that Islamic democracy, as well as
Christian, Jewish or any other religious democracy, 15
an oxymoron, [ believe that Iran will have a secular
government in the future. It's simply mevitable. It

will take a while, though! I don't think with an
Islamic government there will ever be room for lgbt
people in lran.

G: What is the situation of lgbt people living outside

Iran now ?

N: Tranians living outside Iran don't accept us. That's
why we have to cducate our community. Homan [a
lgbt Iranian group] has existed for 10 years, and i's
still mostly just a dozen people. In Los Angeles
[during a recent meeting] we had only 10 people
from different countrics. Even at the meeting, no one
wanted to have their picture taken. In San Francisco's
Gay Pride last year, the person holding Iran's Mag
wasn'l Iranian. We talked about this during the
meeting, that there should be at least one person
willing 1o be out. But there's fear of coming oul for
those who have family here, plus the other
consequences. You couldn't go back to Tran to visit
your relatives. And if your visa expires, or you're
deported... It's very risky. Especially now,

(G: How have the September 11 attacks and their
aftermarh affected vou personally?

N: The September attack was a horrendous tragedy
and came as a great shock, Still, [ never predicted the
events that would follow. [ was appalled by the anti-
Middle Eastern/MuslimfArab atmosphere, and
Middle-Eastern bashing and stercotyping in the
aftermath of the attack. Ironically, it reminded me of
the queer-bashing | have witnessed and experienced
my entire life. 1 guess the question I have been asking
myself as an "Iranian Leshian” (and doubly
marginalized) is if there will ever be a place 1 could
call home. And if | will ever belong anywhere.
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suggested recommendation is 1o see a very
experienced psycho-therapist and lead your brain
back to the direction where it can fit your desire in
the existing categories! And .., good luck!

An Interview with Niloufar

The following imterview was first published as “The
Only Leshian in fran™ on Janwary 23, 2002, in The
Gully online magazine at www.thesullv.com. It has
been published here with permission from Gully's
editor. Upon Niloufar's request Some changes have
heen made to this version.

Niloufur, 30, who has been living in the United States
for two years, answers The Gully's questions about
what it's like to be an Iranian leshian and immigrant,
She asked that her last name not be used in case
attempls (o extend her visa fail and she is forced o
return to Iran,

i Wherr wers it fike growing up as a lesbian in fran?

N: My family was actually not leaving in Iran when I
began to realize | was a leshian. | was 15 or 16 years
old. Being outside Iran didn't make it any easier, |
was still inside my Tranian family, and coming oul
was very difficult, mostly. The first time | heard
about homosexuality was in the context of the AIDS
crisis, when gay men were being blamed for the
spread of the disease. T was really homophobic at the
same time | was attracied to women. Because |
couldn't accept mysell as a leshian, | couldn’t even
think about coming out to parents or family or
anything. and it took me maybe ten years

G: Did vou know other leshians when vou went back
fer Tran ?

N: Yes and no, because there are many people there
who are attracted 1o the same sex, but don't identify
as gay. They don't understand what it means, or even
have the words for it. They just imagine that some
day they will get married anyway. That's something
that is really changing in lran. almost everywhere
really, as people have access to the Internet and to
satellite dishes. People are beginning to believe that
they can identify us gay or lesbian and he accepted
some day. More importantly, lght people are
beginning to accept themselves, 1 talked with
someone who just came from Iran six months ago
and she said she knows of a gay and leshian
community in Tehran. Hundreds of people. They
socialize inside houses, or communicate on the
Internet. Now that you can meet other people that
identify as leshian or gay, it makes a big difference.
When I was there, I thought 1 was the only Tranian
leshian in existence,

Gz Is the coming ow experience different for men and
wennten in fran (as much as veu can come eut. when

Being openly gay means the death penalty)?

N: Men have much more freedom in Iranian society,
For them, it's easier to meet other gay men. In Tehran
there are hangouts for gay men, but there are no such
things for women. It's easier for leshians only
hecause their existence isn't even recognized.

C: What abour class difference? In Franco's Spain,
fower class qgiteers were thrown into Prison, or
worse, while some upper class queers remember it as
the best time of their lives

N: There is a little more leeway if you have money
and connections, in case you do get into trouble or
get picked up by the police. At the same time, in
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Anissa and Tamsila and “rituals” including sodon How do veir think

We are quite aware of the fact the mainstream —
including gay mainstream — media are using the
increasing visibility of groups such as Al-Fatiha o
enforce their own message and poriray the West is
a “gay paradise.” Such portrayal is a double sword.
First, it is a convenient arsument for Western
countries thatr rather forget about their poor record
in terms of protecting LGBT citizens — or their
rather reluctant policy regarding giving asylum o
LGRBT foreigners on the basis of sexual orientation,
Second. it also plays in the hands of the Muslim
Religious Right in the sense that it supports their
claims that “homosexuality is a Western disease”™,
A most recent example, among others, of
homosexuality being portrayed as a non
indigenous, foreign threat, is the coverage in the
Egyptian press of the case of 52 ‘gay’ men arrested
in May 2001, Newspapers alleged over and over
again that some of the accused were “infected with
perversion while in Europe™

While it is often easier for LGBT people 1o
organize openly when they live in the West, as
opposed to the often conservative contexts many of
us come from — we need o emphasize the fact that
Muslim LGBT people are more and more likely 1o
create affinity groups within Muslim countries and
communities. Over the last several years, LGBT
people are getting together in places as diverse as
Moroceo, Turkey, Malaysia, Jordan, Jerusalem, ete,
Networking among LGBT people and their allies
thronghout the world is also defimtely
strengthening, A June 2000 conference held in
Oxford, UK. by Middle Eastern scholars has
acknowledged that visibility of LGBT people is on
the increase.

Amissa:

On the other hand, the whole emphasis on coming
out may be misplaced: a gay pride march, lor
example, is a strategy but not an end in itsell,
(*Outing' as a primary strategy does not address the
differences among LGBT people of different class
backgrounds for example.) The issue of visibility to
the wider community — while importanl — may nol
be the most pressing issue on everyone's agenda at
this stage. The point is to support and facilitate the
creation of alliances/connections/networks
regardless of where individuals live or happened o
be based.

. There are actions planned in response to the

arrest of 52 men in Egypt charged with "sinful " acts

a group like Al-Fatiha can act responsibly? Do

vou think "eutness” for the accused men iy the

Joremaost concern jor them right now?! How does an

"tnrernational " campaign

i or hurt the men

accused of homosexualin

Tamsila

To my knowledge Al-fatiha has been requested 1o act
on this matter by at least one boyfriend of one of the
men accused, Gay Arab groups in the West with links
back in Egypt have also requested the intervention of
the international commumnity in freeing these men,
Again the differemt Al-fatiha groups can react in
different ways. Although Al-fatiha UK is not directly
involved in any action in response to the siluation, it
is preparing a petition for the men's release, and
individual members may join the demonstrations that
have been called for. The call for a boycott is still
unclear but it is something that [ will not personally
endorse, since 1 believe that it will fuel the authorities
accusations of an imposing Wesl, since such actions
often hurt the people more than those in power

Guidelines for Enlightenment
By Nooshdaar

In this expansive world of ours, you could be in, or
out. But in order to know which ane you are, you
need o decide whether you are a woman or a man.
[Mote: in & TRUE sense that is!] You've got to know
what it takes to be a man or a woman. Well, that's
very casy: You need to be sure where your desire is
headed. .. and remember it HAS to be a sexual desire
|Note again: A desire will be considered sexual, only
if you're thinking of, and longing for a person’s
genital area].  IT you desire the opposite sex, then
you're definitely “in.” If you desire the same sex,
then you are in the “out.” Bul, of course you have (o
be ‘out™ first, in order to be “in.”  If you desire both
the opposite and the same sex, then you're definitely
not “in,” but you're not allowed to be “oul.” So far,
s0 clear?

Now, if you happen to have a desire towards a trans-
gendered, transsexual, or cross-dresser, then the
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fact that not all Palestinians are Muslims and that
not all Israeli Jews are Zionists,

Anissa and Tamsila

But in the case of the Al-Fatiha San Francisco
conference, you may have noticed that there were
also flags from other countries (such as the LISA,
British or Turkish flags) that do not claim to be
Muslim states. We think that the purpose of
displaying these flags both at the conference and al
the subsequent Gay Pride was maybe more positive
in its intent than how You perceived il. It may rather
have been an attempt o reclaim one's belonging 1o
the various socicties that g number of participants
are originally from. In our view it was more of an
exercise to reclaim one’s roots, one's cultural
heritage while at the same time being vocal about
the fact LGBT people will not aceepl o be “outed”
[rom their communities. The intended Message — as
we understood il — was “we are yueers and we are
everywhere”,

Anissa

Al-Fatiha is still in the process of building a “LGBT
Muslims and their friends™ community and there are
a number of issues that need further discussion, As g
“friend” of Al-Fatiha, I am not sure I was (oo
delighted by the "Allah Houwa Akbar' (God i preat)
slogans being shouted at the San Francisco Gay Pride
March — even though I do understand why some
believers among us felt the need to publicly ¢laim
their faith in the same way and on the same terms as
the non-gay community can do iIt's again a
reclaiming. This may be an instance where. in my
view. Al-Fatiha would need 1o careflully consider the
implications of its public stand in the context of what
you call the “politics of religious identities™

On the other hand, 1 should emphasise that Al-Fatiha
has tried, from its inception, to be fairly inclusive of
other forms of identities and to welcome potential
allies regardless of what their personal circumstances
and/or faith may be, This is 3 courageous stand
especially in a context where too many activists tend
to stick to their own (often rather exclusive) circles, It
has also proven successful as a strategy 1o bring
together Muslims queers and their non-Muslims
partners or friends, or queer Muslims and their
heterosexual relatives at Al-Fatiha meetings and
conferences. In the same vain, all Al-Fatiha venues
olfer space for prayers (both as a physical space and
a5 space within the agendas) but so fur there was no
feeling of compulsion as to whether one “has 1o pray”
or would be judged negatively for no doing so,

However, the politics of inclusion of the LBT bit of
“LGBT" is maybe less successful at this stage, There
is Tittle doubt that Al-Fatiha is o erwhelmingly male
in its constituency. While the organisers of Al-Fatiha
public events (both in the USA and in the UK) do
muke a point to include women and lransgender
people as guests and speakers, this is still an area that
needs to be further strengthened. It is a process of
educating our own audience and. for example, make
sure that when participants say LGBT, they actually
do mean LGBT and not only gays,

Similurly, organisers may sometimes unwillingly fall
into the trap of overlooking the needs of particular
groups within Al-Fatiha, One such example at the
latest San Francisco conference was the lact the
conference proceeded at the very time the Dyke
March was taking place - while the program had
carefully made room for participation at the Gay
Pride parade. Hence most of the Women present
already in minority — left the conference 1o attend the
Dyke March. To have more women, bisexuals and
transgenders taking on a leadership role within Al-
Fatiha should help to ensure that such a mistake does
not repeat itself,

Tamsilg;

At the Pride march, a heterosexual Iranian couple
approached an Al-fatiha member who was carTying
the Tranian flag and told him how pleased they were
o see their country represented on the march. So il
Wis 4 very posilive move in torging links with the
heterosexual Muslim community.

There are a different number of sirategies being taken
by the various Al-fatiha groups, Al-fatiha UK has
both a female and male co-ordinator. | think that
perhaps that has a lot to do with the differences that
are and have been voiced with the way in which Al-
tatiha in the US is going, [Wle hope not to become
an isolated identity group, but a space for different
voices and dialogues that hope to broaden the gencral
perspectives of Islam,

3. The media coverage on the Al-Fatiha conference
tnd the march in the gay parade was massive, wiich
15 great. However, the dominani discourse on this
conference produced forms of knowledee that created
yueer Muslims in this parade as those who fraave left
their "savage home countries” 1o live freely and o
“vome owt” in the West. Do veur find this
problematic?




HOMAN - No. 18, 2002

an over-regulated, conflict ridden
That's all true but then how come the USA - the
archetype of the “modern state™ — is believed to have
played an important role in the cre
movement? It looks like, in this case as in others. that
policies towards ‘bhackward” Muslim extremist
movements are guided by short-term interests rather
than human rights principles: the West tolerate or
even encourage such movements till the time their
former allies start threatening its own supremacy.
Shouldn’t this lead us to question the notion of
modernity as a tool in the hands of hegemonic
powers?

tribal society

ation of this

amsila:
In my view Islam began as a religion that defied the
traditions of its time. The first Islamic schools were
very modern in their approaches to Islam and its
practice. with a variety of methods, e.g. the
rationalists and the spiritualists. Also, let's not forget
that the first convert to Islam was a woman.

At a time when the ‘Muslim Empire’ was collapsing
different Muslim countries had 10 assess how they
were to deal with this disempowering position. Iran
ook a very conservative stance, claiming to go back
to the way in which Islam use ‘to be', thinking they
could bring back those 'glory days’. On the other hand
Egvpt decided to modernize Islam, deciding it could
use the Western methods for its own survival and
strength. Of course both countries took a nationalistic
position but then unfortunately so do most countries
of the world in a variety of ways, However,
traditionalist movements have nol necessarily always
dominated.

3. There are a lot of efforis in rveinterpreting
seripture in order to create a space of legitimacy for
homosexuality in Isfam {such as re-reading Lut)This
research seems 1o only find “evidence" of
“homosexnality” among men in the history of fslam
D vou think recovering homoeroticism from pages
Wennen [t hs tn new

af Qurian can leave

reterritortalizations? Do vou think evidence of
fiemaerotic befiaviour in the past can be interpreted

as "homosexuality” in ity modern forms?

Anissa and Tamsila

The fact that recent research managed o bring up
mostly gay “evidence” is nol surprising in itself, given
the fact that the large majority of Muslim scholars are
men and that there is & male monopoly over history in
all cultures. Obviously, reclaiming homoeroticism from
either religious texts or from traditions in Muoshm

als and transgender people

In terms of whether homoerotic behay r - in the past
or nowadays - can be inter as “homosexuality”,
we feel it is not necessanly a wseful strategy 1o ry 10

impose labels onto people. While 1t 1s useful

sometimes necessary) for coaliton building, lobby
and organizing purposes to bring together people under
a common umbrella — such as LGBT - this may also
exclude others who, although they engage in
homoeroticism, do not identify as LGBT. The example
of the AIDS movement, one of the first 1o use the
notion of “men who have sex with men”, has proven
useful in reaching men who would refuse the label
“gay"” despite engaging in same-sex relationships.

We also have 1o acknowledge that the perception of
gendered bodies and gender relations have evolved
through history and is still contingent 1o the
cultures people live in. For example in the Sindh
province of Pakistan, there are 3 words that refer to
a female friend: these distinguish belween “a
friend”, “a close friend” and another lerm meaning
a “loving/physical relationship™, This in itsell can
be taken as evidence of homoerotic behaviour —
whether the women concerned would be willing to
identify as lesbhians or bisexuals is another story.

4. The first two things I noticed when I entered the
racin in the Al-Fatiha conference was the set up of
the room, and the dispropertionately low numbers
of wemern,
the wall.
nationalistic and homogenizing move, sugyesting

There were national flags hanging on

For me, this came goross as o very

that Islam was THE religion in such nation-states
Do vou think Al-Fatiha in a sense is complicit with
the ideologies of masculing nationfood and politics
o religious identities?

Anissa: To my knowledge there has not been so
Al-Fatiha regarding
affiliated individuals regarding lslam as being THE
only religion within certain nation-states. 1 would
most certainly argue against such views. To take an
example outside Al-Fatiha, | am for example quile
disturbed at the mainstream portrayal of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, often presented as a hegemonic
war between Muslims and Jews, This is obviously
an over-simplified analysis that does not reflect the
imhalance of power within the context of a settler
colony nor the geo-political struggle between
Zionist/ Hamas-led forces and their allies; in
addition. such an approach also invisibilizes the

much discussion within
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“backward” category, there is a need o recognize the
diversity that exists within Muslim countries and
communities. Shouldn’t people ask themselves: for
whom 15 Islam and queerness mutually exclusive?
Who 1s actually benefiting from the discourse of
exclusion?

The issue here is also linked o who is
entitled to speak in the name of one’s community?
Obviously, the fact that official “community leaders”
are mostly males and mostly conservative, plus the
growth of the Religions Right, does not leave much
space for alternative identities to speak out and be
heard. But in the same way human rights defenders
struggle under very undemocratic regimes or
feminists fight for women's rights within patriarchal
societies everywhere — so do queer Muslims who
keep claiming that they can and do belong to Muslim
communitics. Even if other people categorize
religionhomosexuality as an impossible duality, the
fact is that LGBT Muslims do exist in the same
person as two facets of one individual's multi-faceted
identities,

2. In the Al-Fatiha conference in §F, one of the
speakers said thar the acceptance of Islam relies
upon Isfam’s adapration to modernity. The binary
oppasition of Islamdmodern seems o be an over-
arching discourse. Do von think Islam and
modernity are on such opposite poles? Could a
binary such as Muslim/modern become necessan
Jor racist and Eurocentvic disconrses that “other”
Muslims and ar the same time creates the erounds
far a voluntary rraditionalism in nationalist
movements and comtribute to the rise of
fundamentalism?

Anissa: | am noi sure whether the rise of
fundamentalism can be linked to a “voluntary
traditionalism™. This is precisely the problem with
using notions such as “fundamentalisms™ as the
term itself seems to point towards - as the
Religious Right would indeed like us to believe

some return (o the "fundamentals” of a given
religion. In fact, politico-religivus forces are
secking o access or maintain their political power
through conservative interpretation of religion and
identity, But that does not mean they necessarily
advocate a return to “tradition” per se — unless it fits
their palitical purpose. Or else they are being quite
picky about what is “traditional™ and not. We need
o note that some of the “traditions™ some extremisi
religious leaders want to see implemented may

have nothing to do with the ‘fundamentals’ and
may be a ‘modern” invention.

The call by the Religious Right to “return to
tradition™ is systematically selective, as was the
case for a number of nationalist movements against
colonial powers. The “tradition” referred to is often
an a-historical, almost myvthical, “tradition™ thai
certainly dees not take into account any diversity
within one’s culture (diversity of cthnic groups,
religious faiths, sexual orentations, class, etc),

Once again, “tradition” - and therefore identity,
whether based on ethnic, religious or cultural
elements - is manipulated to serve a political goal.
Muslim extremists see no contradiction with using
“modern” banking on a daily basis but bring up the
fag of “tradition” specifically when it comes to
women's rights and sexual rights. The issue ol
dress codes is also enlightening in this respect; how
many “good Muslim men” - or states for that
matter — insist on imposing a particular so-called
“Islamic”™ dress code (sometimes foreign to their
own “tradition™) onto their women while adopting a
“modern” three-piece

Anissa and Tamsila

But because the issue of “tradition” is so crucial in
the construction of one's identity and legitimacy -
and especially the myth of “common origins” for the
construction of a common identity - a number of
LGBT people from Muslim countries and
communities are currently engaged in a search for a
more inclusive “tradition”, a past thal acknowledges
the existence of otherwise silenced minorities, While
many traces of homosexual behavior in Muslim
countries and communities have been erased from
mainstream history, examples of such “indigenous”
practices can still be found.

On the issue of binary opposition Islam/modernity as
being necessary for racist and Eurocentric discourses,
it scems that the construction of Muslims as
backward is of course an effective tool to essentialize
and exclude the other. However, one can note that the
construction of such boundaries is in fact linked 1o
geo-strategic interests. Self proclaimed advocates of
“modernity”™ adopt varying definitions of who
“deserves” the modernity label. The Talibans may
officially murder gays but the seeds of their power
was nevertheless laid by the military and financial
support the USA provided 1o the Mujaheedin for 10
years (1979-1989). NMowadays, the Talibans are
denounced as a stereotype of what Islam has w offer
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QUEER ISLAM

An Interview with Anissa Helie and
Tamsila Taugir, Members of Alfatiha.

Thiz Interview was conducted onfine after the Al-
Satihe Conference in San Francisco in August 2001,
Anissa and Tamsila, whom [ met in the conference,
kindly agreed to be interviewed for Homan.

Anissa Helie 15 a femimist and human rights
aclivist, She was born in Algeria and has lived and
consulted with women's groups in various
countries. She is currently working with the
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) but
the views presented here are her own, For maore
information about WLUML - international
solidarity network, check www, wluml.org

Tamsila Taugir born and raised in England. UK,
works as a design and technology technician and as
a book keeper, She i also one of the co-ordinators
for Al-fatiha UK and has been a Socialist activist in
a number of campaigns throughout the years,

1. Let's start with the somewhat controversial
guestion of Islam and homosexvality. A ot of
people (Muslim or not) seem to be shocked with the
idea of "gueer and Mustim.” Why do vou think
Istam and gueerness are often represented as
mutnally exclusive?

Anissa and Tamsila; Rather than people being
shocked at the idea of “queer and Muslim®™, it
seems to us that in many societies, people have
issues with the combination of being queer and
being a believer. In other words, a number of
people are as puzzled at the prospect of a devoted
Jewish or Christian or Hindu person claiming a
queer identity. Such rejection of LGBT people is
not only advocated by self-appointed spoke persons
within the major religions, as a woman participant
at the Al-Fatiha conference in San Francisco (June
21-24, 2001) pointed out: being raised a Baha'i she
was also told by her family and community to
choose between her [aith and her bisexual
orientation - and warned that she will end up in

hell. Homophobia being the "last acceptable
prejudice”, is indeed well spread and many around
the world construct homosexuality and religion as a
binary opposition. To us, Islam and homosexuality
is not more of a contradiction than faith and
feminism: being a women's rights advocate does
nol mean one cannol be a believer - similarly,
being queer does nol prevent one from being a
believer.

The Fact that Islam and homosexuality still
appear to be shocking (o some more than, let’s say,
Judaism and homosexuality, may have to do with the
fact that LBGT people from the Muslim commumity
have been, until recently, less vocal than their
counterparts in other faith communities. [The]
increased visibility has provoked a backlash
orchestrated by conservative forces within the
Muslim communities. The Religious Right all over
the world has launched a battle against sexual
minoritics - and the Muslim Religious Right is no
exception. Many Muslim religious leaders
manipulate people into believing that there 15 only
one way ol being a “good Muslim”™. Building on a
narrow definition of identity, they try to silence all
dissent = be it feminist or gueer — therefore ensuring
their own supremacy. Furthermore, extremist
religions leaders from various faiths are coming
together to oppose sexual rights. Such coalitions
successfully affect the international agenda - as the
recent UN conference on AIDS (held in New York in
June 2001 ) has again proven.

On the other hand. the inability 1o accept the
notion of “gueer Muslim™ has also o do with the
construction of Islam as a backward religion. In the
mainsiream Western media particularly, Muslims are
constructed as the Other — some sort of a barbarian
tribe that mistreat their women and kill their gays
While it is true that a number of Muslim states have
very harsh punishment for the “crime of
homosexuality™, it looks like many people are still
confusing the policies implemented by extremist
states with the people who live under such regimes,

Instead of essentializing “Muslims” as a homogenous
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meanings, For one, it delivers violence not only
through physical destruction, but also through
words, Second, as the Muslim other is belittled and
feminized, gays have become the “un-American”
other. The appearance of his heterosexist and racist
slur was protested by GLAAD and HRC, on the
grounds of its homophobia. Interestingly, nothing
was said about the epistemic and physical violence
that this message and the bomb carried against
Muslims and Afghanis. Another disturbing
message, i5 an internet-circulated image, in which
Osama bin Laden, who does not look very happy, is
portrayed as a muscular naked man who is about to
be penctrated by the empire state building. In other
images Bin Laden ‘s head is imposed over naked
bodies of women who are “dirty dancing” or taking
a shower in a sexuvally suggestive manner. Such
sexist and homophobic images, use the American
phallus  (the bomb and the building) 10
demasculinize the “enemy” and recuperate the
castration that America- which is imagined as a
masculine nation- felt in the falling of WTC
buildings.

AP, Photo

The terrorist trope that is being used
mainly to refer to those who are “against us,” raise
questions in its global deployments. Contradictions
arise when the violation of “human rights” of
people (which U.S. has claims of protecting),
becomes an issue of focus in some locations, while
it 1s ignored in places that U.S. has forged alliances.
While Saudi Arabia and Egypt have extremely
repressive laws against women and queers, the LS.
does not protest such violations. [ am not
suggesting that U.S. should take the role of an
international mediator for human rights. On the
contrary, 1 believe that human rights narratives
often locate the “Wes!" as the site of freedom, and
naturalize the “third World™ as the site of violence.

The neo-imperial actions taken by the U.S.
military are often legitimized under the guise of the
protection of human rights by the United Nations.
Within this context, geopolitical deployments of

human rights cannot be overlooked in any
grassroots  human  rights  activism, The
internationalization of gay and lesbian rights as a
movement contributes to the naturalization of
sovereign states in order (o legitimize the
humanistic representations of a globalized queer
body. It is within this “international” framework
that a global “gay and lesbian™ is constructed as an
essentialized homogenous category,  Thus,
mternational queer human rights movements
naturalize both nation and gay/lesbian, while they
construct a political community that relies on
"western” nationalist discourses.  While some
human rights groups, including Muslim queer
groups, have condemned the U.S, military attack on
Afghanistan, the insistence upon .S, pressure on
other locations may perpetuate the logic of
militarism and war.

Furthermore, the tendencies for
homaogenization of a queer international identity
should be analyzed within the context of
globalization, a highly uneven process. As
Ferguson asks. “who is being globalized (or de-
globalized), to what extent and by whom?""
Considering the transnational movement of bodies,
capital, and information, and the declining power of
the nation states, it is necessary to critically analyze
queerness, not as purely national, but as fragmented
transnational  subjectivities with  multiple
allegiances,  Thus, while an American gay liberal
such as Varnell encourages gays and leshians 1o
“respond to fundamentalist terrorists by explaining
and defending values of personal freedom.” one
should ask, which kind of gay/lesbian cultural
tusion and hybridity is being formed and what
“values™ are being globalized? Which gay and
lesbian subjectivitics are readily organized into
national culture and why? Queer nationalism’s
subversive abilities are questionable, as long as
they rely upon ethering gendered and raced
sexualities, in occupying hegemonic spaces of the
nation.

"Quoted in Production of Culture, Cultures of
Production, Ed. Paul Du Gay. Sage, 1997. 19,
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narratives is not just a patnobic duty, bul a necessity
to protect the rights of gays and lesbians whose
lives are endangered by the “barbaric” and
homophobic Muslim.

Interestingly, the construction of the 1.5,
as a sanctuary for those whose rights are violated
by “un-democratic” states, not only hinders the fac
that this nation-state has harbored Christian
fundamentalism, but also ignores that many citizens
and non-citizens continue 1o be subjected to racism,
sexism, and heterosexism with in the U.S. national
boundaries, Furthermore, by ignoring numerous
deaths of civilians in Afghanistan as a direct resuoll
of LLS. military bombings. orientalist discourses
that construct Afghani women as helpless victims
of religious repression, legitimize LS. intervention,

in the name of “protection.” Many gay wrniters such
as Sullivan. Varnell, and Carpenter™ have glorified
the history of violent intervention and imperialism
under the guise of “generosity.” thereby hindering
the geopolitical and strategic reasons [or U.S.
presence in the Middle East, and mystifying the
history of colonialist and imperialist violence in
that region. One could guestion the benevolence of
the UI.S. bombings in Afghamistan, by asking why
“freedom” and “education” for women in
Afghanistan were nol issues of concern, when ULS,
provided military and financial support Lo
Mujahedin and Taliban?

In many queer narratives of post
September 11. “outing” and patriotism, have
become duties of docile gay bodies. For example,
Ellen, the leshian TV sitcom actor, who was chosen
to emeee the Amy Awards, says "1 feel I'm in a
unique position as the host; because think about it:
what would bug a guy from the Taliban more than
seeing & gay woman in a suil surrounded by
Jews?" Ellen’s “outness” becomes a nalional
performance to show her allegiance o America,
thereby portraying the freedom and democracy,
while demonizing the “homophobic”™ Muslim other.
While gay and leshian icons have been adamant in
asserting their queerness after the 9-11 events. the
question that comes 10 mind is. what is at stake and
for whom? In the face of racist hate crimes, what
are the consequences that one has o face when she
‘comes out’™ nol just as queer, butl as queer and
Muslim? Queer politics that emphasize “outing™ as
a universal transgressive strategy. often assume that
gays and leshians are organized around a coherent

" See Independent Forum.
www. hollywood.com.

sexual identity, and ignore multiple subject
positions that queers occupy

Nationalist discourses of September 11
have reproduced subjects that are gendered and
racialized. Mainstream media representations of
wir and September 11 have depicted images of the
masculine citizen soldier and the feminine domestic
wife/mother, thereby naturalizing the
heteronormative nuclear families. The queer media
has produced imagery that reconsolidate the
racialized and gendered constructions of American
Citizenship. 1 came across a postcard in the Casiro
district of San Francisco, which features a hyper
masculine white man half naked with a navy hat,
who 15 standing in @ macho pose in front of an
American flag. The card reads, “United we
Stand!!! Gay and Prowd!!!” While the model’s
supposed gayness marks his difference, the image
carries the meaning that gay men who meet the
ideals of masculinity could serve in the military,
“protect” the nation, and be proud. The Mag and
the words, “united we stand,” suggest collectivity
and simultancity, As Benedicl Anderson argues,
“the nation 15 imagined as a communily because,
regardless of the actual ineguality and exploitation
that may prevail in each, the nation is always
conceived as a deep, horizonial comradeship.”” As
Anderson articulates, this community 15 imagined
and limited. While the flag signifies national
identity, this identity is limited to masculine and
while subjects who can claim the flag. Even
though the model’s gayness may not go far in the
realm of national coherence. his racial and gender
belonging are not questioned, as they represent
naturalized “American-ness.,”  Although some
queers may interpret this picture as a subversion of
the flag through occupying its hegemonic spaces. 1
believe that racial and gendered reterritorializations
in this 1mage reconsolidate hegemonic
constructions of the Amerncan dentity.  While
certain pay and lesbians fit in the realms of
American citizenship, others are constantly
excluded trom it. The “American way of life” is
measured against a deviant, racialized other, which
al this particular historical juncture; is the “evil
Middle Eastern.”

While the masculinity of American hero is
glorified and reconsolidated through images and
commodities, the “Muslim/Middle Eastern enemy™
is feminized. The words that appeared on a bomb
that was about to be dropped over Afghani civilians
read, “hagh jack [sic] this Fags!” This slur has many

Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities.
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conditions of operations of enunciative function,™
As Foucault argues, the analysis of a statement is 1o
be found at the level of “what is said.” that is the
relations, regularities, transformations, and subject
positions. Falwell's statement-which would have
gone without public/official contestation before,
can be analyzed through what Foucault calls
formations and transformations of politcal
knowledge. The unisonance and collectivity in

response to Falwell’s statement emerged because of

particular historical conditions that demanded
eraser of any memory of difference, in favor of
national unity. Thus, in times of crisis and with the
rise of American nationalism, the possibility of
divisive speech is halted, as unity has become the
condition of imagining a nation that utters “united
we stand.”  lronically., such unprecedented
liberalism from Bush hinders the fact that as Minoo
Moallem argues, “Falwell’s anathemas found their
true echo in the presidential invocation of a
‘crusade’ against the Muslim enemy. and an
explicit Manichean logic distinguishing between
‘the good Muslims' and the “bad Muslims."™

The binaries of good and evil, have
demanded the construction of a coherent “us™ and a
homogenous “them.” Unity and collectivity have
been overarching themes in  multiculturalisi
representations of 9-11, through which certain
racial, sexual, and gender differences are
simultaneously emphasized and disavowed. Thus,
the construction of a coherent gay/leshian identity
may very well be a product of racist, colonialist,
and heterosexist discourses that while enable and
regulate the speaking gay subjects, conceal the
matrices of power. For example, MetroG, a
Southern California site for “gay events,” has
posted a letter titled “Dear President Bush.” in
which the author addresses Bush and expresses that
despite the vast differences between their views,
s/he believes that “all Americans need o watch
[Bush’s| back if [they] are o enjoy [their] freedom
and liberties in the years ahead.™™  As scholars such
as Lisa Lowe have argued, while the history of the
United States contains myriad accounts of violence
against particular gendered and raced sexualities,
multicultural America accommodates the failures of
claims of equality of the American democracy
Notwithstanding the temporary halt on the

' Foucault, Michel, Archaeology of Knowledge
Pantheon, 1972, 117,

* Moallem, Minoo, “Whose Fundamentalism.™
Meridian, Forthcoming.

" www.metroG.com. Sepiember 21, 2001,

discharge policy of gays in the military afler the
9711 events, gays and leshians are not welcomed in
the military, gay men cannot donate blood to those
who were injured in the WTC, and the partners of
those who died on September 11. do not qualify for
the same benefits as heterosexual spouses of the
deceased

Paradoxically, while all differences are
expected to “fall away™ in multicultural America,
numerous Middle Easterners and South Asians
have been detained without explanation for
“looking like a terrorist.” Modern binary
oppositions that create the “civilized™ U.S. and the
“barbaric” Muslim/Middle Eastern rely wpon
naturalization of difference through stereotyping.
As Stewart Hall argues, stereotypes employ
imbalances of power. otherness, exclusion. and
fantasy.”  Muslim/Middle Eastern other has been
stereotyped as the icon of homophobic violence.
For many “representatives of gay America,” this
image symbolizes a universal enemy who ought to
be fought by any means necessary, such as military
action. Andrew Sullivan in his address to his
fellow gay Americans writes, “gay Americans
should not merely support this war as a matter of
patriotism and pride; they should support it because
the enemy sees us as one of their first targets for
destruction.”™  As Minoo Moallem argues, “the
barbaric other is there to legitimize and give
meaning to the masculinist militarism of the
‘civilized’ and his constant need to ‘protect.’
Protection enables an alliance belween protector
and protected against a common foe,™ Thus
Sullivan and his other conservative (or even liberal}
gay colleagues legitimize war against the orhier
through deploying discourses of protection.
Waging a war against Afghanistan in these

"Hall, Stewart. Representation: Cultural
Representations and Signifying Practices. Sage,
1997, 257.

* Sullivan, Andrew. “Our war Too.”

www . andrewsullivan.com. This article was also
posted on the Independent Forum and PalnetOut,
" Moallem, Minoo, “Whose Fundamentalism.”
Meridian, Forthcoming
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American Queer Nationalism and
September 11
by: Sima

September 11 has marked a shift in queer
politics and the formation of identities in U.S.
cultwral circuits. The media representations of this
event, together with changing policies that concemn

gays and leshians (such as the suspension of

discharge in the Military, or domestic partnership
benefits for people who lost their partners in this
event), have created a myrad ol dialogues and
debates in gay and lesbian media outlets. While
television and mainstream newspapers have had a
significant role in “representing” the effects of
September |1 and war, such sources have been
silent aboul queer responses o this event and the
war on Afghanistan.” The monopoly of the mass
media has deployed the events of September |1 and
the war on Afghanistan as a measure for defining
American-ness. The only queer reflections on these
events have found their way to the mainsiream print
media through normative gay narratives that are
presented by gay journalists such as Andrew
Sullivan., who gains his authority through his long-
term relationship with mainstream papers. Being
gay and American are defined in manstream media
in  hegemonic ways through nationalisi
representations of such writers.

However, the prevalent use of internet. and
the imaging software have enabled a significant
level of circulation of images and information in
queer networks in the aftermath of September 11,
As wvarious gueer groups have responded to this
event in terms of losses and gains that it has
brought to their communities, patriotic forms of

activism have emerged. Through the processes of

changing representation praciices, regulation, and
consumption, the “patriotic gueer” has become an
overarching performance of identity in queer
cultural circuits, Within queer communities, myths
of unity have resulted in the imagining ol a
homogenous gay and lesbian America.

* Except for the publicized case of Mark Bingham,
a gay man who was on Flight 93 that crashed in
Pennsy lvania, numerous queers who lost their lives
in the 9/11 events remain anonymous. Mark
Bringham's publicized “heroic” action may be
attributed to his role in fundraising for a Republican
presidential campaign.

Though familiar with American
nationalism in s “official” or queer forms in the
past, as a queer non-(L1.S. )citizen woman who logs
on to gayflesbian internet venues, | have been
startled with the nationalist rhetoric that
overwhelmingly dominates representations of
gqueers in the 1.5, Looking through internet sites
dedicated 1o gay heroes and reading jokes and
images (many with bad taste) about the bombing of
Afghanistan, has made me more skeptical about
certain channels of gay and lesbian activism, which
seem [0 be more concerned with the inclusion of
gays and lesbians in military than anti-war activist
work.

On Seplember 13, a televised statement
made by Jerry Falwell, on Pal Robertsons “the 700
Club™ show, created much debate and outrage.
Falwell, who held feminists, and gays and lesbians,
among other groups responsible for the September
Il events, apologized afier being confronted
massively. The outraged public response to
Falwell's statement marked an important point for
queer legitimization and insertion into national
politics. Various gay and leshian groups (such as
GLAAD and NGLTF) used this incident to show
the unity of Americans and the irrelevance of
homophobia 1in omes of crisis. Lorm L. Jean, the
executive Director of the National Gay and Leshian
Task Force who condemned Falwell for his
ignorance said. * 1 think people rose up because
they didn't appreciate the divisiveness. It was
really clear in the aftermath of September 11 that
[Falwell's statement] is so irrelevant, We're all
Americans under attack.,” As Falwell's statement
infurated gay/lesbian groups, Bush condemned his
accusations, and blamed the attacks solely on
“terrorists” and encouraged national uwnity and
collectivity at a time of crisis for America.
According to the Slant, 4 gay and lesbian website,
“never before has there been such virulent
condemnation of [undamentalists who attack gay
people (as they have been doing, unchecked. on
Amerncan television foe decades.) The response has
been nothing short of astounding.”™

There is no doubt that Falwell’s Christian
fundamentalist statement is grounded in
xenophobic hatred pointed at the gendered and
racialized other. However, what interests me is “the

' Letellier, Patrick. “American Contradictions.™

www theslanLorg, 2001
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Guest Editor’s Note
Sima

Editing the 18" issue of Homan has been a difficult, yet enriching experience. Through this process 1
was reminded that notions of queerness and Iranian-ness cannot be taken for granted, as neither can be mapped
in unitary and stable ways. In a recent meeting in Los Angeles, it became apparent that while Homan has been
an extremely important resource for many gays and lesbians, it has excluded many others w ho may not fit in
Homan's clearly defined and represented forms of sexuality. While some Homan activists consider Homan's
mission to “liberate” Iranians from homophobic cultural values, others are concerned with how Iranian culture
may have been defined and fixed through cerain queer productions

As a queer woman who has been supportive of Homan's important work, | believe that a critical
analysis of Homan’s politics and activities is long due. 1 believe that Homan’s notions of gay and lesbian have
homogenized queer subjects, assuming that regardless ol one’s location, sexuality, and religious and ethnic
background, every “non-heterosexual™ subject faces same issues and forms of violence. Furthermore, the clear
binaries of hetero and homosexuality have assumed fixed forms of cssentialized sexuality without any possibility
of change. Although Homan has made some attempis to include sexual "identities,” other than the dominant gay
and leshian ones {and leshians are barely represented), questions of power in “allowing” the inclusion of other
sexualities remain unanswered,

The 18" issue of Homan challenges the assumptions of homogeneity of an iconic gay idenlity. The
Farsi and English articles in this issue complicate the easy theorizations of sexuality, challenge the hegemonic
constructions of a universalized Tranian gay/lesbian identity, and question the naturalization of certain forms of
sexuality (both hetero and homosexualities) that rely on the neo-orientalist binaries of “tradition” and “progress -
Sexuality has been discussed here not as separate [rom trajectories of race, class, nation, and gender, but as
interconnected 1o all forms of modern identities, The approach that this issue employs is what Inderpal Grewal
and Caren Kaplan have referred to as ‘transnational practices.” Such an approach suggests heterogeneity and
difference and addresses the asymmetries of the globalization process ' For example, most of Homan's active
members are located in “global” cities in North America and Europe. This may have resulted in the production
and universalization of certain concepts such as “outness” as an overarching theme in pages of Homan. Given
the relative privilege of queer Iranians who live in metropolitan centers in the “Wesl.™ one can question, what are
the subjectivities that can be visible and “out™ What is at stake and for whom? Who can cross the borders and
how? Does everyone leave Iran to “come out™  The metanarrative of outmess relies on the binary division of
Third World as the site of violence for women and queers alike, and the “West” as the site of liberation and
“putness.” Such assumptions have been challenged and eritiqued throughout this magazine.

| hope that this issue of Homan can raise questions about resistance in local and global contexts It may
be helpful to consider that social and political movements are not always transgressive, and can be sites of
exercising power. A careful look at Homan’s articles has led me to believe that this publication has pot always
been oppositional to dominant heteronormative institutions, but at times complicit with them.  Despite my
fondness, | contend that Homan's politics are hased on a modernized model of subjectivity, which relies on
proximity to the “West™ and a particular queer class culture of diasporic elites. The emergence of queer Iranian
diasporic politics needs to be attentive to the kinds of knowledges it produces, as well as the cultural flow of
these mediated knowledges in transnational paths. | appreciate Homan’s recent allempts in inviing more
women 1o join and work with this organization, and hope that this invitation goes beyond the politics of identity.

My thanks go to everyone who has contributed to this issue. 1 am especially indebted to Niloufar for
her incredible work, Albert and Massim for their openness, Emma for her hard work, Parandeh for assistance
with going to the press, Usman for his talent, Inderpal Grewal and Minoo Moallem for their continuous support,
and M who without being “out™ has helped this issue to come out,

Inderpal Girewal and Curen Kaplan, introduction to Scartered Hegemonies: Postmodernity and Transnational Femimist

Practices. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1994, 1-33,
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