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February 28, 2007

Arsham Parsi

Executive Director

IRanian Queer Organization — IRQO
Via email: arsham@irqo.net

Dear Arsham:

This letter will confirm that as part of the continued collaboration between the Iranian Queer
Organization (IRQO) and the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights (IGLHRC), IGLHRC
provided IRQO with Direct Aid in the form of a $5,000.00 (USD) contribution.

The money was used to assist IRQO in their ongoing work with refugee cases.

The contribution was made on February 22, 2006.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

International Gay and Leshian Human Rights Commission
80 Maiden Lane, Suite 1505,

New York, NY 10038

www.iglhrc.org

Email: iglhrc@iglhrc.org
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Hi Arsham.
It was a pleasure to speak with you earlier today.

I was a bit disheartened to hear that there is some misunderstanding within the community as to the
purpose of some funds that was sent out to you as the head of the PGLO or some folks out in Turkey or
other places in the world, who were stranded or in dire need for help.

Since | was the contact person for you and anyone else that may have contacted me for funds during the
past year and beyond, let me make the following points very clear.

1. I personally collected money from some friends and acquaintances for a couple of cases in Turkey
and Europe. | personally wired the monies directly to the persons - using Western Union. Clearly, you
- Arsham — were not involved in the money collection and the subsequent transfer in any of those
instances.

2. As a member of the Board of the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, | have
brought up the plight of the Iranian queer community to the rest of the Board on many different
occasions. IGLHRC and at least one other donor that | am aware of have made financial contributions
to your organization (PGLO, and now IRQQ) to continue with the wonderful work that you do on
behalf of our community. Those specific monies were not tied to any specific individual or case.
During these turbulent times, the last thing we should be doing is to quibble amongst ourselves over
relatively small amounts of money by engaging in each other's destruction or defamation. Instead,
every ounce of our collective energies should be spent in defending the helpless within the Iranian
gueer community who are running away from the tyrants of the Islamic Republic.

I wish you and your organization well, and please let me know if I may be of any further assistance.

Thank you.

Ally Bolour

Law Offices of Ally Bolour

5670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Telephone: (323) 857-0034
Facsimile: (323) 857-0036
www.americanvisas.net
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three pieces Translated in to English by Saghi Ghahraman
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well, I wouldn't give a fuck about the new year

but

a fat ass guy or a fat ass gal

the sort of fat cat who many have to get skinny to make room for
had come, so fucking cocky, shoving the new year up my ass
doing me rather badly

of course

the fat ass was more man than woman

because

be was wearing must aches and not booo bees

wearing must aches or having booo beeces makes no difference to me

what does is the fact of being fat

the fat cat pussymonger
has
swiped all the new years all the way out of me and you

and expects
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that I

too

like him

am happy go lucky for the coming of a new year
all the devilish humongous fat asses

in this no good bugger of a holiday

fucked up my breath

struggling for breath

or a soul-mate to share it with
am

peering into the tiny fish bowl

swimming with the fish

like the fish I yearn for air with my sucking lips

my pulse beats in my lips like the fish
I kiss and kiss and kiss the air only
the new year

is

getting

itself

and me

in

but

where

would it hand my lips to

and my kisses

which slice into the teeny weeny fish bowls
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“after work, come right home,”

my old man and ma told me

“this evening we are going out to ask for so-and-so’s daughter’s hand for you.”
I consulted my down there and the response was: Nope

“when you're done with your tour of duty,

we'll take your hand and take you along to ask for your cousin’s hand..”

my pop and mom said to me

I consulted my down there and the response was: Nope

“select one from the bunch of pretty girls to go to college with,”

Said my mom and my dad, “one that comes from a good family.”

I consulted my down there and the response was: Nope

Mommy and daddy said to me,

“There are so many gorgeous girls out there in the neighborhood, on the streets, at your parties.
Pick one”

I consulted my down there and the response was: Nope

Mommy and daddy said,

Now that you're going abroad
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find a beautiful girl there

so we can have a blue-eyed grandchild, will you?”

I consulted my down there and the response was: Nope
My fathers and my mothers

Have been breeding canaries with ravens

I consulted my down there and the response was, no, not I
I am one painted raven whom god has sold to my parents
rather expensive

when I looked hard and long at all the painteds 1 found

so lonely am I among all the fathers and mothers
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my kindred spirits
blessed with a sweet pain fused in their essence

spend days into nights with distress

they fear facing the headlines in the newspapers one day eventually

this nightmare  of coming face to face with this piece of news

chills their spines

they fear

waking up one morning
and picking up the paper
and

seeing

right there

the news

they have always feared

if so

how

could they ever

have the phoenix fly away

from underneath the ashes of ignorance and insult

and how

could they fall for the most precious love
how could they be the most loving lover ever
when their love

burns so shimmering red

melts to sublimity

only in the kiln of bias
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how not to fear
if

one day

they announce

in the morning papers: homosexuality is no longer a crime
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2-Shirazi, Golnar. "Being Straight with Queers: Let us stop hating homosexuals." March 3, 2004.
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4- Najmabadi, Afsaneh. "Don't Straighten the Queers." March 8, 2004.<
http://www.iranian.com/Opinion/2004/March/Lesbian/index.html>.

5- (ibid).
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“The Gay International, through its most well-known organization, ILGA, launched a new and
aggressive universalization campaign in 1994, coinciding with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Stonewall Uprising. After ILGA achieved official NGO status at the United Nations in 1993 (which it later
lost), its international activities intensified, including efforts to stop "the mass execution of
homosexuals in Iran," an unsubstantiated propagandistic claim that was also bandied about by an
official of the U.S. State Department.”
Massad, Joseph. “Re-Orienting Desire: The Gay International and the Arab World.” Public Culture. 14.2
(2002): 363

LS s Jgd Jisi ,iSly 5l sbawo Bj9> -V
Massad, Joseph. “Re-Orienting Desire: The Gay International and the Arab World.” Public Culture. 14.2
(2002): 364. Quoting Rex Wockner, "Homosexuality in the Arab and Moslem World," in Coming Out:
An Anthology of International Gay and Lesbian Writings, ed. Stephan Likosky (New York: Pantheon,
1992), 115. This article was reprinted in a number of U.S. gay and lesbian magazines including Out
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DONTATTACK
IRANG g

The Toronto Coalition to Stop the War

Is issuing a call to all its members and
supporters to prepare now for emergency
rallies and demonstrations in the event
that the US attacks lran in the coming
weeks and months. The mainstream
press has been full of articles and
reports about the US build-up to
war and its attempt to blame its
failure in Iraqg — its own creation of
the last four years — on Iran. Bush is
trying to find a way out of the mess in
Iraq by expanding the war to Iran.

EMERGENCY RALLY

Date: the same day as an attack on Iran

(or the day after if the attack happens after 5:00pm)
Time: 5:00pm to 7:00pm

Location: United States Consulate, 360 University Avenue
(TTC: St. Patrick or Osgoode)

www.nowar.ca ® stopthewar@sympatico.ca ® 416.795.5863
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